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Churches’ vital role 
during flu pandemic 


By Sarah Meyrick 

CHURCHES have a valuable 
role to play during the flu 
pandemic, according to the 
diocesan flu pandemic planning 
group. 

‘The main message is that, as 
in any crisis, the Church should 
remain open for business as 
usual,’ said the Bishop of 
Dorchester, who chairs the 
group. ‘And of course, the 
Church is well placed to support 
the community during this 
pandemic. 

‘The Government is 
recommending that people 
identify “flu friends” so that 
there’s someone on hand to 
collect medicines, food and 
other supplies if they fall ill. 

‘There will be some vulnerable 
people in our communities who 
don’t have people they can call 
on to help in this way. This is 


where local churches can help, 
by setting up a flu friend 
scheme. 

‘It doesn’t need to be 
complicated, and may simply 
involve building on a ‘good 
neighbour’ network that’s 
already in place’” 

The flu group is encouraging 
all parishes to make sure their 
flu pandemic plans - distributed 
at the Archdeacons’ Visitations 
in May - are ready in case the flu 
crisis worsens over the winter. 

‘We don’t want to exaggerate 
the seriousness of the situation. 
At the moment H1N1 is proving 
less fatal than seasonal winter 
flu,’ said Bishop Colin. ‘But we 
hope churches will think 
through the issues and take 
sensible precautions.’ 

There has been some 
uncertainty about Holy 
Communion, said Bishop Colin. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 y 


An ark in the park 



PUPILS from Oxford’s SS Mary and John CE Primary School 
along with youngsters from East Oxford Churches took part in 
a Noah’s Ark procession during the Cowley Carnival in July. 


The ark carried the messages ‘Noah had a plan to care for 
all living creatures. What’s yours?’ 

Children wore animal masks and carried a globe to 
symbolise care for the whole planet. 


Inside: 


Letters & Comment 

Door editor one year on 
A challenge to pilgrims 

PAGE 2 

News 

Stand Up against poverty 
Ask Bishop John 


PAGE 3 



Family 


Church schools - a child’s 
eye view 

PAGE 7 

Feature 

An encounter with poverty 

PAGE 9 

Feature 

Hospital chaplaincies and 
how you can help 

PAGES 10 and 11 

Door Post 

What's on around the 
Diocese 

PAGE 12 


Arts 


on clergy pensions 


Wanted: views 

By Jo Duckies 


CHURCH goers are invited to 
have their say over how to 
safeguard the future of clergy 
pensions. Consultations are 
taking place across the UK after 
a national report revealed a 
deficit of £352m on the Funded 
Clergy Pensions Scheme at the 
end of 2008. 

This was largely due to the 
credit crunch which has seen a 
general fall in share prices and 


clergy, like nearly all groups in 
society are living longer. Both 
factors have had a knock on 
effect on many pension 
schemes. 

Brian Newey, Chairman of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance said: ‘We are going to 
have thorough consultations in 
three locations in the diocese. 

‘We hope representative lay 
people will come together along 
with clergy to hear about the 
challenge the pension scheme 
faces and to consider together 


what the best approach is for the 
future, in the light of a national 
report. 

‘We have had similar 
consultations before and we 
found getting people together 
was really successful and we 
reached good and fair 
conclusions. 

‘Clergy circumstances change 
so much when they retire as they 
no longer have a house provided 
for them. The pension at that 
time of their life is really 
important to them.’ 


The views given at the 
consultations will be fed back to 
a national task group 
commissioned by the two 
archbishops, before the end of 
October. 

The task group will then make 
its final recommendations to the 
Archbishops’ Council, which 
will decide what proposals 
should be put to General Synod, 
which will approve any changes 
to the pension scheme rules. 
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Working In 
solidarity with 
progressive 
creftm&kers' 
cooperatives, 
si? tee 1979 


OneviIlagB.com presents 5 fine 
flat-weave «Ap» cotton rugs 
from the weavers’ cooperative 
society in Warangai, centra! 
India. Each design comes in a 
choice of two sizes: either 
23xL5M or L35Mx90cm, 


See more and purchase 
online at Oneviiiage.com 
- or come Into our 
One Village Worldshop 
on the A 44 in Woodstock. 
One place; 
many ideas 
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Letters 6^ comment 



B Comment 

Twittering on ... 

T his is my twelfth issue of the 
Door and I’m still fuelled by 
the challenge of covering the 
range of stories that go on 
across the diverse Diocese of Oxford. 

My favourite stories in this issue are 
the ones about the church making a 
difference in the world, which are really 
encouraging. The church providing 
volunteers to help disadvantaged people 
fill in the forms and another providing 
space for a much-needed village post 
office were great tales. And while it’s 
been challenging thinking about how to 
cover the more controversial issues 
(women bishops, evolution etc), it’s 
been great to deepen my own 
understanding of the inner workings of 
the Church and the issues it faces. 

I got a great taste of ecumenism 
when I joined Bishop John’s pilgrimage 
to Taize just a few weeks ago. I was 
touched by the way everyone was 
welcomed, regardless of their tradition. 
The silence and contemplative worship 
was a fantastic opportunity to stop and 
reflect on the last year and experience a 
way of ‘doing church’ which was a far 
cry from anything I had experienced 
before. What was really exciting was 
texting tweets, directly to the diocesan 
website, from Taize. For the uninitiated, 
tweets are short messages, pasted up on 
the website Twitter describing what you 
are doing at any given moment. 

They included quotes from Bishop 
John and the young people on the trip, 
on everything from the weather and 
washing up, to the way we all found 
ourselves slowing down throughout the 
week. I even sent one tweet after a 
random conversation with a 
documentary crew who were about to 
interview a bunch of Swedish cyclists 
who had spent a week pedalling to 
Taize. (I can never resist talking to film 
crews as they usually have found good 
stories.) See page six for a full report of 
the trip. 

As well as the Door I’ve overseen the 
launch and production of our new 
publication for families, Open Door ; 
which has received plenty of positive 
feedback. 

So what I now need are more stories 
and ideas for keeping both the Door and 
Open Door fresh and interesting. If you 
have a story or an idea, please send it to 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org. If you 
have photographs please email them to 
doomews@googlemail.com 


Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

Proclaim the message; be persistent whether 
the time is favourable or unfavourable; 
convince , rebuke , and encourage , with the 
utmost patience in teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2 . 

I n both the western and eastern 
churches, John Chrysostom is 
regarded as one of the great 
teachers of faith. The Church 
commemorates Chrysostom, who 
was archbishop of Constantinople from 
398-407, on September 13. Educated in 
law and oratory, in his mid-twenties he 
became a monk in an austere community, 
where the harsh living conditions had a 
devastating effect on his health. He 
returned to Antioch and was ordained 
priest in 386. The bishop gave him special 
responsibility for the many Christian 
people in the city who were living in 
poverty, a concern which he carried with 
him to the end of his life. 

Chrysostom was by all accounts a 
magnificent preacher. He handled 
Scripture in a way which combined both its 
literal meaning and also very often an 
allegorical interpretation and was 
concerned to apply its message to 
contemporary problems in a more direct 
way than most other preachers of his time. 
On appointment as archbishop, 
Chrysostom set about radical reform in the 
city and diocese, which brought him into 
conflict with the court, and specifically with 
the Empress Eudoxia, whose lifestyle, and 
that of her court, he had trenchantly 
criticised. But his rebukes went far beyond 
those circles. He enforced strict discipline 
for the clergy and denounced Christians 
who attended the races on Good Friday or 
the games in the stadium on Holy 
Saturday. At the same time he drastically 
reduced the spending on his own 
household, giving the money saved to the 


poor and to the city’s hospitals. 

These moral and spiritual reforms were 
enacted with almost excessive zeal, and 
included some fierce attacks on the Jews 
and their beliefs. It is true that robust 
argument was a feature of life at the time, 
yet it must be said that Chrysostom’s 
approach revealed a less attractive side to 
this fiercely committed man. At any rate, 
his reforming zeal brought him into 
conflict with many people of power, 
including the archbishop of Alexandria, 
and there were moves to get him banished 
from Constantinople and deposed from 
his see. Although supported by the Pope, 
his own people and many western 
bishops, he was exiled, first to Armenia 
and then to Pontus, where - probably 
overcome by travel on foot in bad weather 
- he became ill and eventually died. In the 
light of all this, it says much for his 
reputation as a teacher of the faith and 
friend of the poor that thirty-one years 
later his body was taken back for burial in 
Constantinople, in the Church of the 
Apostles. For the modern Christian it may 
well be the extraordinary combination of 
profound scholarship, intense devotion to 
God and a passionate concern for the 
poor that marks out Chrysostom as 
someone special in church history. At the 
same time, it has to be said that he clearly 
found it difficult to be moderately 
committed to what he saw to be the cause 
of Christ. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 

Comings and Goings - 

Revd Nicholas Bradburywill take up 
post as Associate Priest at St Margaret 
and St Giles, Oxford; Revd Nelva Moss 
will retire from her post as Team Vicar at 
Langtree Benefice at end of September; 
Revd David Elliott will take up post as 
Priest in Charge at Holy Trinity, Reading; 
Sister Debbie Orriss will take up post 
as Town Centre Evangelist (CA post) in 
High Wycombe; Revd Dr Tim Rose will 
take up post as Priest in Charge at 
Stanford in the Vale with Goosey and 
Hatford; Revd Elizabeth Birch will take 
up post as Rector of Wantage Downs; 
Revd Roy Burgess will take up post as 
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Audio version 


Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



LETTERS 


Plane conscience 

I was interested to hear that the Bishops 
will be leading a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land in October 201 0. It will no doubt be a 
moving and uplifting experience. 

Travel will be by scheduled flights. It is a 
well known fact that flying contributes 
significantly to climate change. Following 
a discussion with my colleague Matt Freer, 
the diocesan environment officer, I am 
challenging Bishop John to encourage the 
pilgrims to mitigate the effects of flying 
with a donation to a climate change 
related project. Matt Freer and I will be 
offering the pilgrims a small information 
pack which will enable them to contribute 
a minimum of £20 each to an appropriate 
project. In September the Church of 
England will launch its Climate Justice 
Fund, in association with Tearfund, which 
will support Anglican partners overseas as 
they respond to, and prepare for, the 
challenges of climate change. 

If 1 00 people go on the pilgrimage the 
amount donated would be a significant 
contribution to reducing the carbon 
footprint of the travellers and might set a 
precedent for future outings/pilgrimages 
by groups in the diocese, including when 
people go to conferences, attend 
pilgrimages or visit linked dioceses. 

Glyn Evans, Diocesan Rural 
Officer/Regional Director Farm Crisis 
Network 


Women Bishops 

It was helpful to have Archdeacon Karen 
Gorham’s article on the women bishops 
debate. I hope this will prompt a more 
general discussion of the issues at local 
level. It is likely that specific legislative 
proposals will be referred to dioceses 
during 201 0-1 1 . Members of deanery and 
diocesan synods will need to be equipped 
for intelligent discussion. 

It would be a great pity if, when the 
time comes, important decisions are taken 
on the basis of unexamined presumptions 
and, perhaps, prejudices. In order to 
foster good discussion and debate a 
number of women clergy (whose names 
are obtainable from me) are making 
themselves available to any group which 
would like someone to present the issues 
and lead them in discussion. I am sure 
that that there are also men - on both 
sides of the argument - who would be 
glad to do the same. 

Antonia Cretney, Bishop’s Adviser for 
Women in Ordained Ministry. 


Vicar of Owlsmoor; Revd Nick Plant will 
take up post as Associate Priest at The 
Cookhams; Revd Chris Hargraves will 
take up post as Rector of Shelswell 
Benefice; Revd Ian Gooding will take 
up post as Assistant Curate at Woughton; 
Revd Martin Williams will take up post 
as Rector at Gerrards Cross and Fulmer; 
Revd Barbara Webb is given 
permission to officiate; Revd Robert 
Teare is given permission to officiate; 
Revd Tom Farrell is given permission to 
officiate. We recall with sadness the 
deaths of Revd Michael Melrose from 
Reading and Revd Tenniel Evans from 
Buckinghamshire. 
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News 


Churches’ vital role during flu pandemic 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 


Penpushers wanted 



Stand up and take action 


‘The Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York wrote to all 
diocesan bishops in July 
recommending the suspension 
of the chalice. 

‘The concern is that the virus 
could be passed on through 
sharing the chalice, and also by 
exchanging the peace or shaking 
hands at the door at the end of a 
service. 

‘People need to be reassured 
that Communion ‘in one kind’ is 
still a valid sacrament. And of 
course, the Eucharistic prayer 
must still be said in full. One 
alternative the Archbishops 
mentioned was intinction, but 
this should be done by the 
presiding minister only, who 
must of course have spotlessly 
clean hands. Asking individual 
communicants to intinct or 


The consultations will take 
place 7.30pm to 9.30pm on 
September 7 at St Mary’s, 


ONLINE 


giving Communion directly onto 
the tongue are much more 
hazardous.’ 

The advice had been passed 
on to the clergy, with a request 
that they used their common 
sense, he said. ‘In the end, it’s 
about trying to stop the spread 
of infection through stringent 
personal hygiene. 

‘Churches need to make sure 
there is antibacterial alcohol gel 
available, and paper towels for 
drying hands. But it’s important 
to get the balance right between 
being cautious and causing 
panic.’ 

The most up-to-date 
information and advice on best 
practice during the flu 
pandemic is on the diocesan 
website. There are a number of 
links to NHS and other relevant 
documents, and also prayers for 
those who are ill or anxious. 


Ayelsbury, September 10 at 
Christ Church, Abingdon and 
Greyfriars, Reading on 15 
September. 


CHRISTIANS across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire are being 
urged to join millions of others 
to take a stand against poverty 
and inequality. 

From 16 to 18 October, UK 
churches will “stand up and 
take action” as part of a 
worldwide movement to press 
for fulfilment of the Millennium 
Development Goals and action 
on climate change. Churches 
are encouraged to stand up in 
services, offer a pledge to fight 
poverty and climate change, 
and use the occasion to pray 
and to write to their MPs on the 
issues. 

Some churches will hold 
special events. On 16 October, 
Churches Together in 
Caversham will have an evening 
programme with Joanne Green, 
head of policy for CAFOD. 

They have also invited their MP. 
Owen Jewiss, of Churches 
Together in Caversham, said: 
‘Stand Up is useful because it 


draws attention to the issues 
and it’s something that is being 
done not just in once place but 
across the world. It’s a 
combined effort and there is 
strength in that. Small areas can 
respond with the knowledge 
that other people are doing the 
same thing.’ 

In Oxford, on Saturday, 
October 17, Christian Aid, 
CCOW, Oxfam and Tearfund 
will sponsor a Stand Up 
involving setting off alarm 
clocks at noon to symbolise the 
urgent need for action on 
climate change at the 
Copenhagen talks in December. 

Amy Merone, from Christian 
Aid’s Oxford office said: ‘The 
Copenhagen talks will shape the 
way the world decide to combat 
climate change. It is therefore 
vital that the deal agreed is a 
fair one for poor countries.’ 

For information and 
resources visit 

www.bond.org.uk/pages/masslo 

bby.html. 


IN BRIEF 


Neighbourhood 

clear-up 

RESIDENTS on a troubled 
estate enjoyed a barbecue and a 
clear-up organised by the local 
church. 

About 20 people from St 
Mary’s, Hitcham, were involved in 
the clean-up on the Willen 
Estate. ‘We did something with 
the NAG team,’ said Revd Rosie 
Hewson, who organised the 
event, in conjunction with the 
local Neighbourhood Action 
Group, Neighbourhood Watch 
and others. 

The Revd Rosie Hewson said: 
‘People were so pleasantly 
surprised that so many people 
gave of their time and energy to 
help them. It was such a 
pleasure to see doubt turning to 
enthusiasm and hope. In the 
week we have been down and 
everyone just keeps saying how 
good it looks when they walk 
down the street and how much 
safer they feel.’ 

Living Faith dates 

Three Living Faith archdeaconry 
dates are set to take place next 
month. 

The first is on October 5 at St 
James Church, Gerrards Cross 
(time to be confirmed), the next 
is on October 6 at Dorchester 
Abbey, 4 to 1 0pm and the last 
one is at St Laurence’s Church, 
Reading, on 23 October, 4pm to 
1 0pm. Living Faith Bible Study 
Guides and church health check 
resources will be given out at 
these events. 


Oxford’s Vaughan 
at world congress 

An Oxford Bible teacher has 
been named as one of the 
speakers at the third Lausanne 
Congress on World 
Evangelisation. 

Vaughan Roberts, Rector of St 
Ebbe’s Church, will speak at the 
congress, to be held from 
October 1 6 to 25 201 0 in Cape 
Town, where Christian leaders 
from 200 nations will develop a 
vision for global mission in the 
21 st century. 


Rector retires 

The Revd Hugh Lee has retired 
from his post as Priest-in-Charge 
of the City Church, St Michael at 
the North Gate, Oxford. 

Hugh came to St Michael’s in 
February 2002. 

Since then a range of 
initiatives have been started for 
the church to engage with the 
thousands of people that walk 
past it in the Cornmarket every 
day. 

St Michael’s events in the 
Cornmarket now include free 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 
and free shoe-shining on Maundy 
Thursday. 


Visit www.cofe.anglican.org/news/pr7009.html 

for a full report on the situation. To give your views on the issue 

visit www.oxford.anglican.org/clergypensions 

Ask Your Bishop 

In the July /August issue of the Door we asked readers to send us 
the questions they have always wanted to ask a bishop. Below is the 
first of those questions, along with Bishop John’s reply. 

Catholic Communion 

A short time ago I attended the funeral of my brother in law at the 
Catholic church in Borehamwood. On the service sheet there was a 
note saying that only qualifying Catholics could take Communion. I 
asked the Priest whether I could share communion with him, 
explaining that I am an Anglican. 

This was politely but firmly refused. I did not feel personally 
rejected but rather saddened. I discussed this with a Methodist 
Minister who told me that the Catholic position is that it would be 
hypocritical to share Communion with other Christians until there 
is unity in the Church. I respect this viewpointbut I cannot say I 
really understand it. Can Bishop John say when we may be able to 
share Communion with all other Christians or will we still have a 
long time to wait? 

Mike Sedman, Dorchester. 

It’s true that officially the Roman Catholic Church sees the receiving 
of Communion as a sign of the unity of the Church and therefore for 
a non-Catholic to receive before that unity is achieved would be to 
anticipate what doesn’t yet exist. 

The alternative view is that receiving the sacrament together 
could be a means to achieving that unity rather than its end result. 
I incline to the latter view and would love to be able to share the 
central action of all Christians as a way of aligning ourselves 
together with Jesus Christ, who is the only final Head of the 
Church. However, it’s not for us to say what another Church 
should do and so we wait. I fear it might be a long time, but you 
never know. When the Roman Church changes, it can change fast! 

We are in a funny situation at the moment. The orders of 
Anglican priests are not recognised by Rome, so technically when 
the Pope meets the Archbishop of Canterbury he is meeting a 
layman. On the other hand, the two Churches have produced a 
number of statements that demonstrate how we stand on the same 
ground theologically on all sorts of previously contentious 
subjects, such as what happens at the eucharist and how we 
understand the Church. 

So we’re on the way. There are new problems of course, such as 
the ordination of women as priests and bishops, but a huge 
amount has been achieved in recent decades. Pray that we keep 
moving, and even accelerating. 

Bishop John 


Newly ordained deacons 



Pictured above are the new deacons who were ordained in a 
ceremony at Christ Church Cathedral on Sunday 5 July. They are 
now serving in churches across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire . 


Wanted: views on clergy penions black hole 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 
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centre 

point 


A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - will help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 


Could you 


someone s 


ul 


Centrepoint is the national charity 
dedicated to transforming the lives 
of homeless young people. Today, 
we are searching for individuals 
who share our belief that these 
young men and women should 
not be ‘written-off by society but 
instead deserve care, support and 
a second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room 
today and see how your gifts offer a 
young person a safe home and the 
support and training they need to 
make a new start? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we see 
have slept rough, placing them in 
great danger. In some cases, it takes 
just hours for them to be approached 
by drug dealers and pimps. Young 
people we work with have seen their 
friends beaten, raped, murdered and 
die of overdoses. 

Young people don't choose this 
life. Instead, they find themselves 
homeless having fled sexual abuse, 
violence and family breakdown. 

They would rather face danger on 
the streets than more pain at home. 

We believe that these young people 
deserve compassion and support. Yet 
they experience constant hardship, 
prejudice and abuse. Under these 
conditions, their health, self-respect 
and hopes for the future can be 
quickly destroyed. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
room for a young person 
like Sophie? 

7 was beaten constantly says 
Sophie. “I was black and blue. 


It started when I was three - at least 
I don't remember anything before 
that. When I was five , mam used to 
lock me in a cupboard ." 

Sophie was eventually placed in 
foster care and began to put her 
past behind her. Then, tragically, 
her foster mum died suddenly and 
Sophie found herself on the streets 
almost overnight. 

7 slept on window ledges and 
in doorways. One of my friends 
overdosed and another girl was 
raped and murdered. " 

Thankfully, Sophie was referred to 
Centrepoint where she is now back 
in education and coming to terms 
with her experiences via counselling. 
“ Without Centrepoint , I wouldn't be 
here. They've helped me be a normal 
person - someone who no longer has 
to beg for food or affection." 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe room to stay in 
and vital support to rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Centrepoint room, 
you'll help offer successive residents 
a safe home and the support they 
need to go to college, find a job and 
stay off the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of the young people we see 
have been through horrific ordeals 
- and desperately need intensive 
counselling. As a sponsor, you'll 
enable us to help young men 
and women come to terms with 
their experiences. 

On a more basic level, you'll ensure 
they learn the kind of skills many 




Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a safe place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


To protea the privacy of those we help, a model has been used for the photograph 

of us take for granted, like how to 
budget, pay bills and cook. 

Become a sponsor and see exactly 
how your gifts change a young 
person's life 

By sponsoring a room with 
Centrepoint, you'll ensure that 
vulnerable young people get the 
chances in life they deserve. But you 
don't have to take our word for it. 

When you become a sponsor, you’ll 
get access to a virtual version of 
your room online, as well as regular 
updates - showing the difference 
your sponsorship is making. 

Young people urgently need your 
support. Will you sponsor a room 
at Centrepoint? 

Together, we can give homeless 
young people the opportunity to get 
back on their feet. But we cannot 
fund this vital work without your 
support today. So please, fill in the 
form below. 


iiiii 


- 








Your questions answered 


How often will the residents in my 
room change? 

It may take up to two years before 
a young person is ready to leave 
Centrepoint. We will keep you 
informed on your room’s residents 
through regular updates. 

v W i 
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Will it be possible to meet the young 
person in the room I am sponsoring? 

The safety and privacy of young 
people is our number-one priority so 
we are unable to arrange visits. You 
can send messages for young people 
c/o our Head Office, although we can 
not guarantee a direct response from 
the young person. 


mm 




Call 0800 23 23 20, or visit 
www. centrepoint. 
org.uk/doorl 

Thank you in advance 
for your help. 

m 


Visit www.centrepoint.org.uk/doorl or call 0800 23 23 20 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


□ I wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Please collect my payment on the 1 st/1 5th of every month 

(please circle preferred date) 


Full Name 


Address 


Postcode 


<D 


DIRECT 
De b i t 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 


To The Manager: Originators Identification No. nmnnm] 

Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 


.Postcode 


Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 


Bank Sort Code: 

Account Number: 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay Centrepoint Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Centrepoint and, if 
so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 

Signature (s) Date 

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Telephone 

□ Please tick this box and complete your details if you would like to receive email 
communications from Centrepoint 

Email 

In accordance with the 1998 Data protection Act, we hold your details to provide you 
with updates and appeals. If you do not wish to receive these please contact Centrepoint. 


qiftroAd Lfc 


Under the Government’s Gift Aid 
scheme, all donations made by UK 
tax payers are worth almost a third more. 

D I am a UK tax payer and would like Centrepoint to claim back the tax on all 
donations I have made for the six years prior to this year, and all donations I make 
from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I understand that I 
must have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the 
tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 28p for each £1 donated). 

Date / / 


Please return this form to: 

FREEPOST RLYE-JKGB-AUAE, Centrepoint, 
Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, 
London El 8DZ. Thank you 

Registered Charity No 292411 RAP0910V01 


Will l be the only sponsor of 
the room? 

If we only allowed one person to 
sponsor each room, we would have 
to set the price of room sponsorship 
much higher. So we allow several 
people to sponsor each room. 

Will the young person in my 
sponsored room have my name 
and address? 

No. All correspondence is via our 
Head Office. The young person in 
your room never has your contact 
details and you won't have theirs. 
This will protect your mutual safety 
and privacy. 

Can I give more than £12 a month? 

We are of course very happy for you 
to give more than £12 a month or 
to sponsor multiple rooms. Simply 
indicate your preference on the form. 


Iff; 
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What will I receive? 

• A regular report: keeping you 
in touch with the young 
person’s progress. 

• A virtual recreation of your room 
online that you can log into using 
personal login details. 

• Help from a dedicated Centrepoint 
Room Sponsorship Coordinator: 
on hand to answer your questions 
and correspondence. 


Your regular gift will be used to assist young people in sponsored 
rooms and for the general purposes of Centrepoint - working with 
homeless and socially excluded young people. 
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At the counter are post mistress, Anglea Foot, Charlotte Jenkins, PO worker, Bishop Stephen, and 
Jill Emmons, former post-mistress. Pic: Jo Duckies 


Postal services at village church 


THE first post office to be run from a 
church in the Oxford Diocese is open for 
business. 

Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell declared the post office in St 
Stephen’s Church, Upper Basildon, open 
in front of villagers, dignitaries and the 
local media in July. 

Bishop Stephen said: ‘The Holy Trinity 
of village life has been the pub, post office 
and parish church. Prophets of doom 
thought the parish church would be the 
first to go, but in this village the pub 
closed recendy, the post office closed a 
year ago, and there is only the parish 
church left as a community resource.’ 
The village shop in Upper Basildon 
closed 20 years ago, and since then Jill 
Emmons had run a post office service 
from her garage. When she retired last 
year, villagers were left to travel to 
Pangbourne for their postal services. 

The St Stephen’s post office service will 


be available on Mondays from 10am to 
2pm and on Fridays from 9am to noon. 
People will be able to buy stamps, collect 
their pensions, and post parcels, along 
with all the other regular services offered 
by a sub-post office. They will be served 
through the kitchen hatch by the 
postmistress of nearby Pangbourne Post 
Office, Angela Foot. 

Judith Pearson, one of the 
churchwardens of St Stephen’s, said: ‘The 
sub-post office in Basildon closed last year 
and we felt this was a real loss to the 
village. Lots of people rely on their post 
office for all sorts of services. 

‘As a church we are here to serve the 
community, and we felt this was 
something we could do to help. The 
Church Centre at St Stephen’s is an ideal 
location because it is quite new and so the 
necessary adaptation has been minimal. 
There is also plenty of car parking and it 
is fairly central in the village.’ 


King Canute in climate campaign 


IN BRIEF 


St Birinius Awards for 
dedicated lay people. 

THE Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher has presented the following 
people with St Birinus Awards in 
recognition of their service to the Church: 
Brian Newey, chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, for distinguished work 
for the diocese and deanery; George 
Cannon, lay reader; Ted Short, organist 
and secretary to the North Aston PCC; 
Maurice and Rosemary Day for support 
and service in Dorchester; Mercy Ward, 
for service over many years as 
churchwarden at Dorchester; Janet Ray, 
leader of the ,':v 

Bicester Food Bank; John Peverel-Cooper, 
for dedicated service to the diocese, the 
ianery and the parish; Penny Wood, for 
dedicated service and support in 
Fringford; Jenifer MacGregor for dedicated 
service and support as PCC secretary for 
Kidmore and Sonning Common; Peter 
Harris for dedicated service as a verger for 
1 2 years at St John the Baptist Church, 
Burford; Malcolm Dutton, for dedicated 
service and support as chuch warden, 
PCC member and organist at St John the 
Baptist Church, Bodicote; Don Barden, for 
longstanding support and service as 
assistant organist at St Edburg’s Church, 
Bicester, and Ken and Thelma Hughes in 
recognition of their service to the Church 
and the community. 

They were presented with their awards 
in a special ceremony at Dorchester 
>ey. 


Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
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CAMPAIGNERS cycled through Oxford and High Wycombe on the way to the 
Houses of Parliament, carrying a life sized effigy of King Canute. 

Simon Topping and Richard Sharpies set the effigy on the riverbank at 
Westminster after cycling from Gloucester during the G8 in July. 

They are pictured above with supporters outside Oxford’s Bonn Square Baptist 
Church. Their cycle ride was supported by climate change charity, Operation Noah, 
and aimed to alert world leaders to the dangers of humans exploiting the planet. 


Shrewton, Wilts 
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Spotlight on... 
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French reflections 


The Door editor, Jo Duckies, joined Ian Macdonald 

(diocesan youth adviser) and Bishop John on the Oxford 
Diocese’s annual pilgrimage to Taize. Here the group describe 
their experiences of the French monastic community. 







£ YOU get to go to church three times a 
day and help out with the chores,’ was 
the way Murray Naish, 21, sold the idea 
of the trip to his fiancee, Anna Clayton. 
Murray was going back for the fourth time 
and agreed that it is impossible to explain 
to someone what the experience is like, 
without them actually going. 

He said: ‘It gets less exciting and 
more rewarding each time I come. Each 
time I spend less time jumping around in 
Oyak (the cafe which provides a party 
venue for the evenings) and working out 
how everything works and more time sat 
in the church and learning about small 
group dynamics. The thing I love most is 
the sense of acceptance.’ He says the 



Good news for car buyers... 






Cali an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 1 22 6902 

Well save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

Well give you total peace of 
mind: 

• Minimum 1 2 months parts 
h labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

• Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 
Cars from just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 


highlights of the week for him were the 
worship and the people. ‘Unfortunately 
they are also the hardest elements to take 
away with you,’ he added. 

Anna, 21, who along with Murray, is 
studying at St Andrew’s University, said: ‘I 
didn’t realise prayer, silence, queuing and 
chanting could all be so much fun. It is 
not like you expect it to be. It all happens 
as you are told it happens but it is not what 
you expect. The whole experience is so 
overwhelming. It’s so different from 
anything else. 

‘The teaching is so simple and yet at the 
same time it is so complex. We are both 
theology students and have found the 
brothers have such an excellent balance 
of telling you about the Bible as it is, but 
adding in a few tit bits of nuances of 
Greek.’ 

Law student Edward Keene, 22, was 
in Taize for the first time. He says: ‘It is 
very different from other Christian 
weeks away. It is trying to involve 
thousands of people to live as part of a 
monastic community. It’s a challenge to 
both them (the brothers) and us and it 
takes a while to get used to it. Most of 
us found ourselves getting into the 
rhythm of it at the end of the week. It’s 
not something I could do full-time and 
I haven’t seen the full picture as I 
haven’t seen where the monks live the 
rest of the time. 

‘The teaching on the Beatitudes has 
been good and I’m 
going away with a 
sense of prayer and 
a deeper under- 
standing of the 
Bible.’ 




For Alison Wilson, 18 it was her second 
trip to Taize, and she says she went back 
because she enjoyed it so much last year. ‘I 
felt it really helped me to grow in my faith 
and understanding of God,’ she said. ‘The 
highlight of the week for me was definitely 
the Saturday evening service where 
everyone in the church has a small candle. 
Some of the children light theirs from the 
main candle and then the light is spread 
out through the whole church. 

‘It is an amazing sight and I also find it 
very moving to think of the several 
thousand people there with their candles, 
the majority of whom will be going back 
home to their own countries the following 
day but who will hopefully take with them 
some of the vision and light which is 
Taize.’ 

Amd her advice to anyone planning on 
heading out there: ‘ Make a big effort to 
talk to as many people as possible as that 
way you will get the most out of the 
experience. Relax and enjoy the routine 
of the days during the time you are there 
- it will probably seem strange to start with 
but you will get into it amazingly fast. 

‘Visiting Taize did help to sustain my 


faith in the months following because I 
had had the time to reflect on my faith 
and I felt that not only had my 
relationship with God deepened but my 
desire to understand and increase my 
faith had deepened as well. It also showed 
me that there are many other young 
people in the world who are Christians, 
which I found very encouraging when the 
church can sometimes seem to be mainly 
made up of older people.’ 

PGCE student Clare McQuitty, 24, is 
from Islip and worships at St Clement’s 
Church, Oxford. She said her 2009 Taize 
trip felt different from previous years. ‘I 
feel I haven’t been able to slow down in 
the same way. I think before when I’ve 
been I was either at school or a student 
and some how was able to tune out more 
easily. Now I’m working I have found it 
harder to switch off. It took me until the 
penultimate day to feel settled. 

‘The best part of this week was the 
lovely small group I was in. They were 
really honest, enjoyed each other’s 
company and were really relaxed. It was 
really fun. It was interesting while not 
going very deep.’ 




Pilgrimages/festivals for young people: 



we can 
the right car for 
IM yoti! 
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www.autosave.co.uk 



Soul Survivor - Established in 1993, Soul 
Survivor events aim to help people get to know 
and follow Jesus better. The main weeks are in 
July and August in the UK. This year Soul 
Survivor included Soul in the City in Durban, 
helping churches ‘do the Gospel’ in practical 
ways, ministering to people who have great 
needs. For more information visit 
www.soulsurvivor.com. 


Momentum - an offshoot of Soul 
Survivor, aimed at students and 20 
somethings, the website blurb describes 
this event as ‘fresher than a new pair of 
pants and more exciting than your 
birthday.’ Its billed as ‘five days in a 
field with God’ and offers big top style 
worship along with seminars, etc in a 
New Wine/Spring Harvest style. 



as 


Call now: 0845 122 6902 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


autosave# 


wnevrs for car 


Walsingham - Walsingham is known 
England’s Nazareth. Its origins as a pilgrimage 
site date back to 1061 when Richeldis de 
Faverches, who was known for her prayer and 
good works, saw a vision of Mary, who took her 
to the house in Nazareth where Gabriel 





announced the birth of Jesus. Mary asked 
Richeldis to build an exact replica of the house 
in Walsingham. That replica was housed in a 
priory, which existed until the Reformation, 
when it was destroyed by Henry VIIL It was 
restored as a place of pilgrimage in the 20^ 
Century. For more information visit 
www.walsingham.co.uk. 

Greenbelt - Christian music and arts 
festival at Cheltenham Racecourse 
which was established in the early 
1970s. It exists to express love, creativity 
and justice in the arts and 
contemporary culture in the light of the 
Christian Gospel. The website states: 
‘You’ll never really get it until you 
come, then you’ll be hooked.’ See 
www.greenbelt.co.uk to learn more. 

And for secondary school age 
youngsters, don’t forget Yellow Braces. It’s the 
Oxford Diocese’s very own camp, which takes 
place at the end of July each year at the Hill 
End Centre, Oxfordshire. There are games 
including water balloon volley ball and 
international doggy paddle races. 
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What makes a church school 
distinctive? Katie Paxton - 
Doggett reports on how that 
question was tackled by pupils 
from four Reading schools at 
at the Annual Diocesan 
Headteachers’ Conference. 

o speak before a room full of 
headteachers was no mean feat for 
anyone, especially for children 
aged six to 11 from New Christ Church 
CE Primary School and St Mary and All 
Saints CE Primary School. 

The children gave their impressions of 
what it is like to attend a church school. 

Perhaps the most obvious expression 
of this distinctiveness is the regular 
organised Christian worship which 
happens in each of the schools. 

Most of the schools are located close 
to their patron church. This is most 
marked at St John’s Primary, where the 
church is an integral part of the school 
building with access directly from the 
school to the church. 

Assemblies take place in the church 
worship area each day, and it is regularly 
used for a variety of educational 
purposes throughout the school day or 
as the venue for meetings which require 
a quiet atmosphere. 

Lucy and Kheson, both 11, explained 
how they were given the opportunity to 
reflect and pray at St John’s Primary and 
taught how to respect places of worship 
belonging to all faiths. 

At church schools clergy are not 
remote religious figures but people who 
are involved in the daily life of the 
school. Underpinning everything that 
the schools do is a Christian ethos. This 
is very visible at St John’s where the 


angels over the door greet visitors as 
they enter. Christian symbolism is also 
regularly incorporated into art work. 

New Christ Church CE Primary School 
regards itself as a’Rainbow school.’ The 
rainbow is a sign of God’s love and it 
‘connects us and makes us happy,’ say 
pupils Francy, 10 and Mohammed, 11. 
They referred to a picture of a Rainbow 
cross which reflects God’s love and 
peace and, in so doing, reminds the 
school of the importance of love, care 
and patience. The schools are 
established as Christian communities, 


and each sees itself as a large ‘family’ of 
children and adults supporting one 
another as a part of God’s family. This 
brings with it a deep respect for each 
other, and an ability to work, learn, play 
and grow together in harmony. 

The children from St John’s said 
‘every child has a voice’ and they respect 
each other’s ideas. The need to have 
unlimited respect for each other is 
enshrined in the Golden Rules at New 
Christ Church and the pupils try to 
understand and help others. Since they 
love each other as God’s family, bullying 


is regarded as unacceptable and the 
children went so far as to declare that: 
‘we don’t have it in our school.’ 

For the children going through 
these schools it is simple: every person is 
part of God’s family and part of theirs. 
Their experience of a Christian 
community has taught them to be 
sensitive, tolerant and caring towards 
themselves, their peers, the community 
at large and the environment. 

Ultimately though, church schools are 
great places to learn. As Mohammed, 
from New Christ Church put it: ‘It’s an 
impeccable place to be and phenomenal 
things go on’. 

The children celebrate their own 
achievements. ‘We love to show our 
work which is always fantastic,’ added 
Mohammed. 

Turn to page 20 to read God in the 
Life of a church school head teacher. 

This is our school 

All Saints Infant School has its own 
school prayer which sums up the ethos: 

This is our school 
Let peace be here 
Let the rooms be full 
of contentment 
Let love abide here 
Love of each other 
Love of God 
Love of life itself 
For as many hands make a house 
So many hearts make our school 

Amen 


hat was the title of an address 
given by The Right Reverend 
Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading and Chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Education, 
at the conference. Bishop Stephen 
recounted a recent exercise on 
leadership when he was asked to think of 
leaders that had influenced him. The first 
name that occurred to him was his A 
Level English teacher. 

He explained that his education had 

not been particularly good. He had 
attended a boys’ secondary modern 
school which he claims was ‘very 
secondary, and not very modern’. 

By comparison, the school located next 
door was a girls’ secondary modern with 
a good reputation. At 16, having taken a 
handful of CSEs and O’ Levels, Bishop 
Stephen found himself effectively written 
off. But instead of giving up, he and two 
friends went to the girls’ school and 


asked if they could join the sixth form 
which they subsequently did. 

During his first English lesson they 
were set a writing exercise. The teacher 
walked around the class looking at what 
the pupils had done and she said that 
what he had written was good: ‘It was a 
deep affirmation like a wave going 
through me,’ he says. 

Having people who believed in him 




‘It is central to the Christian 


ministry to 
affirmation. ’ 


give 


and what he could do was the most 
precious thing. It made such a lasting 
impression that he went on to get three 
A’ Levels and a degree. 


For Bishop Stephen, his English 
teacher was one of the most influential 
leaders in his life. He asserted that the 
single most important thing that a leader 
does is to give affirmation. Only on the 
basis of affirmation can other aspects of 
leadership take place: ‘It is central to the 
Christian ministry to give affirmation; 
only helpful critical comment can be 
given in unequivocal affirming love,’ he 
says. 

In affirming, we empower and get the 
best out of staff which enables them to 
push the boundaries and build up others 
in turn. Each of us needs a foundation 
based upon affirmation; to know that we 
are loved and valued. Bishop Stephen 
explained that the whole of Jesus’ 
ministry flowed from the affirmation of 
knowing God’s love. Similarly, 
headteachers need to know that they are 
‘beloved of God’ in order to lead a 
church school well. However, here lies 
the dilemma as so many of us are too busy 
to stop and receive affirmation. 


It is essential to devote time to 
contemplation to receive affirmation 
whether this is through prayer, retreat 
time or sabbaticals. 

Taking the time out will bear fruits in 
our lives - an ability to see the bigger 
picture and gain meaningful insight: ‘To 
have a large vision and dream dreams we 
need space in which that should happen,’ 
he says. 

This ability to stop and apparently do 
nothing is a central theme for Bishop 
Stephen. It is not, he tells us, time wasted, 
but time spent differently. We spend so 
much time reliving the past and planning 
for the future that we are not present 
when it is. 

For Bishop Stephen we must always 
strive to live joyfully and passionately in 
the present. ‘By giving time each day to 
contemplation and prayer, it ties you into 
today,’ he says. ‘If we as Christians live our 
lives as a series of moments now we really 
could be ready for Heaven.’ 
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Climate change could push 250 million sub-Saharan Africans into poverty by 2020. 
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Earlier this year Justin 
Byworth took on the 
challenge of being the head 
of World Vision. Here, in the 
latest of an ongoing series on 
vocations, Justin, a member 
of St Leonard’s Church, 
Eynsham describes his 
journey from graduate trainee 
to CEO of the Milton Keynes 
based charity. 

HAVE always had a sense of 
calling, but not to ordained 
ministry like my father and 
grandfather before me. I’m the 
first generation in my family who 
hasn’t had a vicar in it. Growing up 
in the Evangelical tradition, I 
couldn’t understand how we 
would separate evangelism 
and social action. Politics 
and social action have 
always been important to 
me and I wanted my faith 
to be relevant to that. It 
was when I went 
backpacking in Asia that I 
saw poverty face-to-face. % 

What in the past had been / ^ 

head knowledge went straight to my 
heart. I felt shocked and challenged by 
what I saw, particularly in Calcutta where 
I saw urban poverty for the first time. I 
spent time visiting Mother Teresa and 
the sisters and saw the dignity that their 
work brought to the poor and dying. My 
first encounter with poverty was truly 
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life-changing, just like my 
first encounter with God. 
Within a year of this trip I saw 

‘My first encounter with 
poverty was truly life- 
changing \ just like my first 
encounter with God. ’ 


* — • — 

an advert from World Vision. I became 
one of the first Graduate Trainees and 
went straight into a career within a 
Christian organisation and international 
development. That was 21 years ago and 
I’ve been working for World Vision ever 
since. Several times along the way I’ve 
felt a renewed sense of calling. 

In 1991 this was a calling to live 
in Cambodia. It wasn’t only mine but my 
wife Mischka’s too. So with my family we 
packed up and moved to Cambodia for 
eight years. I then had a sense of calling 
to come back to the UK. We have settled 
in Eynsham, Oxfordshire. This has been 
a time of rebuilding and healing. My 
family and I attend St Leonard’s in 
Eynsham. Mischka and I have been 
there long enough to feel like we can 
contribute to the church. It’s wonderful 
to be part of a Christian community. I 
preach from time to time and I’m on 
the prayer ministry team. 

7 couldn't understand how 
we could separate evangelism 
rom social action. ’ 


fi 


I’m in a different season in my life 
now and over the last couple of years 
I’ve been trying to discern a sense of 
direction for the next step. I could feel 
a new sense of call, even though I was 
working as World Vision’s Director of 


Pics by Ally Wenham / World Vision 


International Programmes here in the 
UK. I was like Moses asking ‘Why me?’ I 
remember thinking ‘I’m ready to be 
called Lord! Give me the call!’ Having a 
very supportive wife and friends at 
church has really helped. Friends from 
my prayer triplet group, from the wider 
church and home group supported me 
in prayer as I sought guidance. 

They have been instrumental in 

‘ Knowing I have a 

supportive family , church 
and colleagues who are 
praying for me is what will 
sustain me. ’ 

helping me discern what God was saying 
to me. This was to “wait and be patient”. 

I think that this was a valuable lesson to 
me. As I started my new role as CEO at 
World Vision, my church prayed for me 
and my family. I know being CEO will be 
lonely at times because the buck stops 
with me. But knowing that I have a 
supportive family, church and colleagues 
who are praying for me is what will 
sustain me along with, ultimately, my 
dependence on God. 


ONLINE 


Visit www.worldvision.org.uk to find 
out more about World Vision. 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM'S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR909 


Feature 


I seek a person to help me 
throughly deep-clean my home 
once per month for 4.5 hours, in 
Central Oxford. Applicant must 
be extremely intelligent. Phone 
01865 722 087 after 15th Sept 


Independent Examination of Annual 
Charity and P.C.C. accounts. 

Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
Independent Examiners). 

Modest fees. 

Generous time given. 

Rev’d. A. A. Clements. Tel: 01257 271782 
E-mail: fr__alan@btinternet.com 


Hst 1326 


A. B. WALKER 

& Son Limited 


www.abwalker.co.uk 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

& MONUMENTAL MASONS 

24 hour advice & assistance 

READING: Eldon House, 36 Eldon Rd 
Tel: (0118) 957 3650 

BRACKNELL: Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Rd 
Tel: (01344) 303707 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Blyth House, 158 Reading Rd 
Tel: (01491) 413434 

WOKINGHAM: Blyth House, 105 London Rd 
Tel: (0118) 978 4040 


GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE-PAYMENT PLANS 


MVOTMIK MftVtJt 


GRAVE TENDING 
SERVICE 


H’flvfcTt 


CAUTLEY HOUSE 




House Team Member 

Position to start as soon as possible. 

Flexible approach / sense of humour / enjoying 
working in a team under the supervision of the 
housekeeper. DIY skills preferred. 

Please ring the Administrator to arrange a weekend visit 
£80 per 40 hour week plus bed and board 
01303 230 762 

96 Seabrook Road 
Hytho, Kent CT21 5QY 


Needed : 

Volunteer Community 
Fund-raiser(s) 

Salary: 

“Reward in Heaven” 

...and sometimes cake 

CMS is looking for people willing to 
volunteer their time and skills to help 
others organise mission fundraising 
events around the UK. If you have 
fundraising experience, good 
organisational and interpersonal skills 
with a passion for mission, contact us 
for details or see 
www.cms-uk.org/volunteers 
01865 787400 

angela.wenham@cms-uk.org 


Sharing Jesus , changing iives 


Hospital chaplaincies have a 
unique opportunity to help 
people who may have had little 
or no experience of church 
when they are at their most 
vulnerable. The Door looks at 
their work and how you could 
get involved. 

OSPITAL chaplains are 
trained to minister to people 
who may be terminally ill, 
have a sick or dying child or 
have just lost a loved one. 
They are hoping to work more closely with 
churches across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire, training people to 
join them in their ministy in hospitals and 
to minister to the sick who may be living in 
their own parishes. 

‘This is about seeing ways we can work 
with local churches,’ said the Revd Phil 
Sutton, head of chaplaincy and patient 
services at the Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
NHS Trust. ‘This isn’t simply an appeal for 
volunteers but a look at how we can do 
this work together with churches. At the 
trust, a new training course is being 
launched this month for people interested 
in becoming a regular volunteer visitor. At 
all of the hospitals in the diocese, 
volunteer visitors work alongside the 
hospital chaplains, who are employed by 
the NHS. 


‘...sometimes its just about 
sitting and holding a 
persons hand. ’ 


At the Oxford trust there are eight full- 
time-equivalent ministers who are 
employed by the NHS. The chaplaincy 
service is available to all patients, but Phil 
stressed the need to convey to churches 
that they get the chance to work alongside 
people who have no experience of church. 

Phil says; ‘There is a wider question 
around mission and it’s one that needs to 
be carefully and thoughtfully answered. 

For many of them it’s an extension of their 
church community that a minister should 
come and minister to them. That’s great, 
but we need to be not solely ministering to 
church people. If they are a church goer 
from Oxford than they are likely to have 
people from their own church coming to 
see them. We have people coming from 
Milton Keynes, Bedford, Europe and even 
the Falkland Islands in Oxford and they 
might not have many visitors. We want to 
encourage a dialogue with the church to 
help form an understanding of what we do 
in terms of a mission agenda. ’ 

Another challenge is supporting those 
who have no faith, or come from another 
faith community. 


:• 


The newly-refurbished chapel at 
Oxford’s John Radcliffe Hospital has a 
corner for Muslims to say their daily 
prayers. The hospital chaplains are well 
placed to help people from a variety of 
faith backgrounds to address issues 
including privacy and dignity, organ 
transplantation, priority needs for the 
release of bodies for funerals and issues 
related to drug treatments that may have 
links to particular dietary needs. 

The training for hospital volunteers is of 
a professional standard, but the chaplaincy 
is keen to not cream off the best people 
from the parishes to be used solely for 
hospital visiting. Phil says: ‘ One model we 
used in Bath when I was a hospital 
chaplain there was for churches to provide 
us with members of their pastoral care 
teams. 

mm wmmmmmm mm w mmum mm m g 

‘It is a great privilege to be 
able to work with patients 
in this way. ’ 


They would be given supervision and 
assessment and when they went back to 
their churches they would know they had 
been through that. We run ordinands 
training here every year and that is very 
popular, running across the 
denominations and traditions. The people 
who come on our courses learn listening 
skills as well as recognising spiritual needs 
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and dealing with spiritual distress. 

‘Part of our work here is evaluating what 
is most useful. It’s working out how we 
can provide spiritual care when the 
physical condition may put restrictions on 
people. You need brevity - short set 
prayers can be helpful and sometimes it’s 
just about sitting and holding a person’s 
hand. You need to use the language 
suitable for people who have never been to 
church. Religious language doesn’t mean 
anything to them.’ 

Janet Proudman, a member of SS Mary 
and John, Cowley, Oxford, is a hospital 
visitor who, thanks to the training she has 
had at the hospital, leads a healing team 
for her church. Janet, who has been a 
Licensed Lay Minister for 19 years, says: ‘ I 
have worked in a clinical role, as an 
academic nutritionist at Oxford Brookes. 
My background means I’m comfortable 
with hospitals and patients and it is a great 
privilege to be able to work with patients in 
this way. ’ 

T the Royal Berkshire Hospital the 
Revd Michael Sserunkuma heads 
up an ecumenical, multi-faith 
chaplaincy. Christian 
denominations along with Hindus, Sikhs 
and Buddhists are represented by his team 
of chaplains and volunteers. 

He says: ‘Visiting patients is crucial to 
our work because that’s when we get to 
know people and can work out what we 
can offer them. ‘People working here 
constantly meet people who are at their 
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most vulnerable point, experiencing things 
they might not have expected. They might 
not be in a position to work out how to 
move forward with the realities of their 
experience. Our work is to engage with the 
human being to help them cope with their 
experience of illness. It’s important to 
remember that in this encounter, God is 
there and we know he is.’ 

He called on Christians to help patients 
who may have come into contact with 
chaplaincy services and as a result want to 
find a church once they leave the hospital. 

He says: ‘One little prayer of ours is that 
when people have come into contact with 
us and they haven’t been to church for a 
long time, or at all, they would be able to 
find a church that will welcome them. We 
would ask church goers to pray for that 
and to collaborate in that ministry.’ 


Who to contact: 
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HE ministry of 
chaplaincy visitors within 
Buckinghamshire Hospitals 
NHS Trust is a valued part of 
patient care, writes The 
Revd Susan Blagden, Chaplain for 
Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust. On 
average the fifty visitors’ combined hours 
of work equate to a full time chaplain on 
each of the two main sites, Wycombe 
Hospital and Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 
They each draw on life skills which may 
have been acquired through teaching, 
nursing, licensed lay ministry, counselling, 
family, and administration. A good sense 
of humour is a pre-requisite. 

A chaplaincy visitor will spend at least a 
couple of hours each week visiting their 
allocated ward providing excellent pastoral 
care listening attentively to patients’ 
stories, helping them find their own 
meaning in what is happening to them. 

It is a rewarding but demanding 
environment in which to work. It can be 
tiring to listen at depth but such attentive 
listening brings its own encouragement as 
patients discover their own answers to 
some of the questions which concern 
them. Such skilled listening will usually 
help the patient name that which is most 
important rather than that which is the 
most obvious! 


Sometimes 
there are particular 
faith issues that need to be articulated and 
in an ecumenical setting there can 
occasionally be some challenging 
questions to explore. In a culture where 
spirituality is common but religious 
affiliation less so, it is always a privilege to 
be asked to pray with a patient. 

Other chaplaincy visitors, given permission 
by the Bishop, take the reserved sacrament 
to patients on the ward. This is greatly 
appreciated by those unable to get to the 
hospital service. Still other chaplaincy 
volunteers come in on a Sunday to collect 
patients and bring them to the hospital 
service. 

As a chaplaincy team we commit to 
ongoing training and regular reflection on 
practice. If it is the right role for you it can 
be very rewarding. Several of our 
volunteers have been doing it for many 
years, most do it for four or five years 
before they find that their own 
circumstances change. In increasingly 
short stays in hospital the chaplaincy 
visitors help to increase the provision of 
effective spiritual care across the Trust and 
the chaplains value the constancy of ward 
visiting which they provide. 









Oxford and Banbury: 

The Revd Phil Sutton 
01865 221 732 or 
01295 229104 
phil.sutton@orh.nhs.uk 
Milton Keynes: 

Revd Carole Hough 
01908 243700 
carole.hough@mkgeneral.nhs.uk 


Wycombe Hospital: 

The Revd John Lawrence 
01494 425072 

john.lawrence@buckshosp.nhs.uk 

Royal Berkshire Hospital: 

Revd Michael Sserunkuma 
0118 322 7105 
michael.sserunkuma@ 
royalberkshire.nhs.uk 


Stoke Mandeville: 

Revd Susan Blagden 
01296 316675 
susan.blagden@buckshosp.nhs.uk 











AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY, SPIRITUAL'SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 
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FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
_ T AVAILABLE 

National 

Fruit 

Specialists 


Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) ana many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 


WWW. 


NeverEverTheSame 


.com 


Lllei Ministries 


+44(0)1252 794 060 
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Hymnal Plus playsliw' / ^ 

2750 traditional hymns 
and modem worship 
songs, covering over 
6000 hymn book entries. 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also 
plays your own mp3 and midi files. 

Order your FREE information pack today 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 

Hymn Technology Ltd 

^ V ^ Worship Mask Sdhitto&s 
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Spotlight on education 

- see feature and advertisements on 
this page and also pages 13 and 14 



OPEN DAYS 

Monday 14 September 

PREPARATORY & SENIOR SCHOOL 9.15am 


Wednesday 7 October 
PREPARATORY (Ages 3-11) 2.30pm - 
SENIOR SCHOOL (Ages 11-18) 6.30pm 


ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 


• WWW. 



vvww.themaristschoolsxorn 

SUNNINGHILL * ASCOT * BERKSHIRE 


THE MARiST SCH OOLS 

MK INO£PGnO£NT CATHOLIC DAY SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS AGED 2'A- 18 

IT Y Of INDIVIDUALS 


AUTUMN 2009 OPEN EVENTS 


PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Open Morning 

Wednesday, 30th September, 

1 0am - 1 1 :30am 


SENIOR SCHOOL 

Open Evening & Morning 

Thursday, 1 st October, 5pm - 9pm 
Tuesday, 6th October, 1 0am - 1 2noon 


Tel: 01 344 626 1 37 


Tel: 01 344 624291 



Magdalen 
College Choir 


A chorister at Magdalen College, 
Oxford enjoys a world-class 
musical education alongside a 
generous scholarship to Magdalen 
College School. 


The Informator 
Choristarum > Daniel 

to always pleased | 
receive enquiries 
Ijlto&ui: membership of the 


... 




Maasm 


Jtorents of boys ages 7, 8 or 9 are epeoti raged to 

Elizabeth Martin by phone: 0186S 2^6060 
email: e!izabeth ? martin@magd.ox*iic*uk 
or by post: Magdalen College, Oxford. OX1 4AU 



Courses, training, conferences & workshops in September 2009 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the October 2009 issue is 4 September. 



AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels. 

‘Wholeness and Healing’. First 
Wednesday every month - four half 
hour sessions. Begins at 4pm. 
Details 01494 726680. 

Saturday S September 


OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 1 1 am. Books of 
Rembrance ceremony. The service 
will be followed by refreshments in 
the Priory Room. 

SLOUGH: St Laurence Church. 
Upton Medieval Fayre at 1 0.30am 
- 4pm. Parking in Upton Court 
Park, www.saint-laurence.com 

UPTON: (between Harwell and 
Blewbury on A41 7) at 2pm in 
recreation ground. Entertainment 
by Blewbury band. Proceeds to St 
Mary’s Church. Information from 
01235 850486. 


LOWER BASILDON: St 

Bartholomews Church is holding an 
Open Day from 2pm - 4pm. There 
will also be another Open Day on 9 
September from 1 1 am - 3pm. 

.f\ -j!k y ‘V ^ f'r. ¥\: f 0 m *f 


STAND LAKE: St Giles Church at 
1 0.30am - 1 2.30pm. Car boot and 
table top sale. Details 01 865 
300545. 

CHISELHAMPTON: St 

Katherine’s. The Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust are 
holding a ‘ride and stride’ event. 
Details 01865 890079 Email: 
s.dawson78@yahoo.co.uk 

CHISELHAMPTON: St 

Katherine’s will be open today and 
tomorrow with an exhibition of 
local history and their famous 
church plate on display. Open 
between 1 0am - 5pm (free entry). 
Details 01865 890079 Email: 
s.dawson78@yahoo.co.uk 

SLOUGH: St Laurence Church is 
holding a heritage open weekend. 
Saturday 1 0am - 5pm. Sunday 
3pm - 5pm with church tours. 
Details www.saint-laurence.com 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church 
from 1 0am - 4pm. As part of 
Abingdon’s heritage weekend and 
the historic churches cycle ride wll 
be open and serving coffee, 
ploughman’s lunches and teas. 


ay 18 September 


LEAFIELD: Vital Recitals in 
association with Leafield Festival 
present ‘The history of science in 
Oxfordshire’. A fascinating 
programme of readings and music 
to include Haydn, Holst, Darwin, 
Planets and Fossils. At Leafield 
Church - details 01 993 878893 
or www.vitalrecitals.com 



AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

‘Saturday Slot’ at St Michael’s 
Church, Sycamore Road,HP6 5DR 
at 3pm. A short informal service for 
all ages with children’s activities 
and refreshments. Details 
www.stmichaelsamersham.org.uk 

NEAR BERKHAMSTED: A feast 
of Bach and Handel’ - a concert 
featuring the 1818 Thomas Elliot 
organ at Ashridge Chapel at 3pm. 
Tickets on door £1 0 (£5 students 
and U1 6 free). Details 01442 
822915. 


WOKINGHAM: Animal Blessing 
service at All Saints Church at 
3pm. Preacher: The Bishop of 
Oxford. Details 01 18 9792797. 

CHARLBURY: St Mary’s Church. 
‘I’m Jonah, get me out of here!’ and 
other stories. Do you like stories? 
Do you think the Bible is boring? If 
you answer yes then come along 
to St Mary’s during the week 20 - 
27 September where they will be 
telling bible stories in many 
different ways. ‘Believe it or not!’ 
by The Bishop of Dorchester and 
Michael Hadley at 4pm. Details 
01608 810286. 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

The High Sheriff of Oxfordshire 
and Mrs Richard Dick will host a 
light classical concert in 
Dorchester Abbey. Doors open at 
5.30pm and concert begins at 
6.30pm. Supporting PACT and 
TRAX charities. Tickets available 
from Mrs Diana Hasting - 01 235 
834740 or diamar@onetel.com 


unday 27 Sepfemfc 


ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church 
at 3pm - 4pm. Promenade concert 
and teas followed by choral 
evensong at 4.30pm. 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, 
near Henley. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 
Details 01491 571231. 



BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. The Banks Quartet: 
Haydn Op. 76 No 1 ; Nicholas 
Hooper Quartet No 3; Schubert 
Quartet in G, D887. Tickets on the 
door. Details 01 865 351 270. 


DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Praise® 7 at Dorchester Abbey at 
7pm. Everyone welcome. Details 
01865 340007. 

LOWER BASILDON: Harvest at 
St Bartholomews Church at 6pm. 

Competition winners 

Mrs A Beer from Old Windsor; 
Mrs Betty Hennessy from 
Newbury and Mrs H Riley from 
Milton Keynes were the winners of 
the competition featured in the 
July/August edition of The Door. 
They have all won a copy of l The 
God You Already Know’ by Henry 
Morgan and Roy Gregory. 


Courses & special events 


Saturday 19 September: 

‘Bereavement’ - The Oxford 
Christian Institute for Counselling 
presents a workshop morning with 
Tessa Wilkinson. 9am - 1 pm. Cost 
£25 - booking essential. Details 
01865 308889 or 
counselling@ocic.org.uk. 

Learning for Discipleship and 
Ministry (Courses for local 
ministry) - Details of the following 
courses from 

sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.o 
rg or 01 865 208277. 

PASTORAL CARE: Level 1 
course that offers both insights 
and practical skills in how we care 
for others in Christ’s name. 
Tuesdays at Christchurch, 


Stantonbury, Milton Keynes. 
Begins on 22 September at 
7.1 5pm. Also Wednesdays at 
Diocesan Church House from 23 
September at 7.1 5pm. 
BAPTISM: Level 2 course which 
will examine key issues, pastoral 
and theological, behind this 
current liturgy and the Book of 
Common Prayer provision. 
Tuesdays at Diocesan Church 
House at 7.15pm - 9.30pm. 
Begins on 22 September. 
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION: 
Level 2 course on Saturday 1 9 
September and 1 7 October at 
1 0am - 3pm at St Andrew’s 
Church, Dean Court, Oxford. 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Choosing a school 


Deciding on a school for your children 
is a tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and 
secondary education can have repercussions 
throughout life. With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education in Britain today, 
it should come as little surprise that Christian 
schools maintain their popularity with parents, 
providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in 
all that they do. 

The more disciplined style of education 
seems to bear fruit and their academic results 
continue to impress and in many cases improve. 
ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 

Anglican schools continue to be popular and 
are approached by parents from across the 
denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish 
to ensure that their children can enjoy a start to 
life based on a firm foundation. 

Some schools may still be taking pupils for 
the new-year starting this month, but most will 
already be looking at the September 2010 
intake. 

You will find faith based schools in both the 
state supported sector offering free education 
whilst others can be found in the Independent 
Schools roster. 

Many of these schools will attract pupils from 
the local area as well as those who make use of 
the boarding facilities. 

Cost is a deciding factor for many parents 
who might well feel that they cannot afford the 
fees that many private schools charge, 
overlooking the fact that in many cases 
bursaries are available for suitable pupils who 
come from a background that does not have the 
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ability to pay large fees. 

Many parents start saving when their child is 
young in order to finance them through 
secondary or higher education. It’s worth 
checking with your bank or building society to 
see what sort of schemes might be available. 
MORE TO SCHOOL THAN 
EXAMINATIONS 

It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s 
important, although we all know how much 

• continued on next page 


To register 
please contact 
Edward 
Higginbottom 

on | 

01865 279519 
or email 

edward.higg in bottom 

@new.ox.ac.uk 



Radley College is an independent 
boarding school for boys aged 1 3 to 


Radley 

College 


The Foundation Award at 11+, 

1 3+ and 1 6+ are for boys currently 
in state education with academic 
potential and interest in music, art, 
drama or sport. 

The award provides financial 
support of up to 1 00% of full fees 
for two initial years at preparatory 
school and then for a further five 
years at Radley. 

Entry is through assessment 
in English and Maths on 28 
November 2009. Applications 
close on 2 November 2009. Sample 
papers are on the website. 1 


FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
1 1 + , 13+ AND 16+ 


For details: The Reffstrar, 

Radley College, Abingdon OX14 2HR 
Tel: 01 235 5431 74 



The Abbey School 


An independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3—18 



Experience the buzz of The Abbey 


Early Years and Junior School 

Saturday 3 October 1 0.00 am - 1 2.00 noon 

Senior School 

Tuesday 29 September 5.45 - 8.30 pm 
Sixth Form 

Tuesday 20 October 6.00 - 9.00 pm 

Visit our website for more details including times of Head's 
talks, and for enquiries contact the Registrar, Mrs Jackie Miles, 
on 01 18 987 2256 or email registrar#theabbeyxo.uk 

www.theabbey.co.uk 

Fostering Church ot England values. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

Education 



learning to nourish the human spirit 

MA in Christian Spirituality 

Last call for candidates to apply for our unique 
ecumenical programme offering an interdisciplinary 
exploration of Christian Spirituality. 


Delivered through intensive modules in the 
beautiful setting of Salisbury's Cathedral Close, the 
course is accessible to those who live outside 
Salisbury and overseas. 

Modules are supplemented by tutorial support for 
home-based study. 

Programme Content 

• Two core modules 

• Four optional modules 

• Written dissertation 


Optional modules are offered in a range of topics, 
including: Medieval Spirituality, Celtic Spirituality, 
Pastoral Ministry and Christian Spiritual Direction, 
Philosophical and Psychological Roots of Christian 
Spirituality, among others. These can also be taken 
individually by non-MA students. 

Delivered in partnership with the University of 
Winchester. 



vhk uftfivcjttmr or 
WINCHESTER 


Visit www.sarum.ac.uk/MA-degree or call 
01 722 424827 for further information 


• continued from previous page 

relevant examinations decide our futures, its all 
of the other activities as well. A good school 
will therefore be looking at Sport and the Arts. 
These both help to develop the whole person as 
we are each of us so much more than a bank of 
knowledge. Many schools offer the opportunity 
of travel or adventure training in order to 
broaden the mind. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 


It’s a very similar story with further education 
and many pupils will be looking towards 
subjects to study a A Levels and then on 
towards Degrees or other forms of further 
education. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken 
in deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. 


Wycliffe Hall 

- OXFORD - 


Equipping leaders for Christian Ministry 


We offer a range of courses full, 
part time, degree, certificate or as a 
visiting student 


Open Day 

Saturday IMovemberl4th 
BOOK NOW on our website 

Places still available on our 
part time Diploma in Biblical 
& Theological Studies 

Please contact John Michaux for details 


Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, 
Oxford, 0X2 6PW 
01865 274205 


admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

fe8$Mcr«tf Disnty 309703 




Sponsored Feature 

Education opportunity for less advantaged children 

Independent schools have not traditionally been the exclusive preserve of the very 
wealthy. The Dragon School in Oxford, for example, was founded by university dons; for 
many generations the school taught children of academics, teachers and clergymen. The 
school today still has pupils from a wide range of backgrounds who thrive at this 
outstanding and successful school. The real cost of all school fees, however, has risen by 
over 40% in the last five years alone. Significant numbers of parents who would have 
made this choice in former times cannot do so today. 

Many schools including the Dragon now offer bursary programmes to help with fees. 
Bursaries differ from scholarships, which are usually based on a competitive exam and 
may only involve a token financial reward. A bursary is a grant which does not need to be 
repaid. Bursaries are related to family financial circumstances and can cover a substanial 
portion of the fees. Dragon bursary candidates are chosen on the basis of who will benefit 
most and priority is given to the least financially advantaged. Apply now to find out more 
about this exceptional educational opportunity. 




Bursary Programme 

Financial help is available tor children to experience an 
outstanding preparatory education in Oxford. 

The Dragon School, for boys and girls aged 4 to 13, is a 
dynamic school where pupils learn how to learn as well as what to learn. 


O o 


"One of the best, mot! exciting ami charming academic 
prep schools in the country, ** 

GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE iooy 

Grants of up to 95% of school fees are offered for a number 
of day and boarding places. Entry in September 2010 
to Year 4 will be open to children born between 1st 
September 2001 and 31st August 2002. The deadline 
for applications will be 30th November 2009. 

Parents are warmly invited to contact the 
admissions office for further information. 


DRAGON SCHOOL • Bardwell Road • Oxford 0X2 OSS 

T : +44 (0)1865 315405 • E : adinlssions@dragonschool.oig » www.dragonschovl org 



Junior School : 01 235 523147 
Senior School : 01235 524658 
Radley Road, Abingdon 0X14 3 PS 

officeflPolab.org.uk www.olab.org.uk 


Come and Study at the 

CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

Whether you are just beginning to think about 
ministry ; or are exploring a vocation. Whether you 
are eager to study more about the Bible and how it 
can still help to shape the world we live in or would 
like to deepen your theological reflection and hone 
your pastoral practice. 


Ripon College 

Cuddesdon 


The CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY offers a two-year 
part-time course, incorporating a fiilly-inclusive 12-day residential Summer School 
that introduces some of the key areas of study in theology and ministry. The Course 
leads to a Certificate in Theology and Ministry, accredited by Oxford Brookes 
University, and can lead to further study, or be used as a way of exploring one’s own 
vocation - and as preparation for ordination training and other forms of ministry. 


Further details are available on our website at www.rcc.ac.uk, or from 
The Cuddesdon School of Theology and Ministry, Ripon College 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X4 9EX, tel: 01865 874404, 
email: enquiries@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk. 


ABINGDON 

From Nursery to Sixth Form 


From Nursery to Sixth Form 
Nurture and Excellence 


Choosing a school for your son 
or daughter is one of the most 
difficult choices you may have 
to make. You find a Nursery 
you really like, but as soon as 
you're settled need to choose a 
primary school. At Our Lady's 
Abingdon we help you by 
providing an education for both 
girls and boys from Nursery 
right through to "A" Level. 


Pupils achieve excellent 
academic results, and are also 
able to find an expression for 
creative talents and discover 
that education is not just 
confined to the classroom. 


If you feel your son or daughter 
would also enjoy OLA please 
call Jayne on 01235 524658 or 
Marie on 01235 523147 


Registered for Early Years Funding. 
Scholarships and Bursaries scheme. 


International 

School Award 
2008-2011 
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Arts 


Shipwrecked in Oxford! 


By Imogen Phillips 

T his year sees Oxford’s Creation 
Theatre Company, who specialise in 
innovative productions in exciting 
and unusual locations, taking on 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night in the rooftop 
amphitheatre of Oxford’s Said Business 
School with remarkable results. 

Framed within a modern day shipwreck 
and a performance to pass the time, the 
marooned crew refer to a sea-battered 
Complete Works as they set the scene for 
both themselves and the audience, 
allocating parts and neatly enhancing 
themes of foreign shores, desperation 
and assumed identities. 

The show is perfecdy complemented by 
the stunning surroundings of the 
amphitheatre, with a sand-pit for the 
stage and the sky for a backdrop. We can’t 
hold them to blame for the thunder and 
rain that interrupted the first half but we 
can give them credit for handling it well, 
calling an early interval until it cleared up 
half an hour later. Although prepared for 
an indoor transfer in the case of severe 
weather, for those warmly dressed and 
armed with cushions and umbrellas, the 
atmospheric outdoor setting is to be 
preferred. 

The small company kept the beautiful 
language rolling delightfully with superb 
performances from all, seeing a 
particularly good doubling of Duke 
Orsino with Sir Andrew Aguecheek 



(Stephen Carlile), while those actors not 
on stage sat around the edges to watch. 


The eclectic mix of sea-based costumes 
complete the picture admirably, from 
Feste’s jester coat made from board 
shorts and inflated nylon to the 
simultaneously ridiculous and vulnerable 
Malvolio, trussed up in the “yellow 
stockings” of fisherman’s oilskins. The 
company brings the time-old mix of the 
hugely funny and the deeply profound to 
brand new life; just as the play’s ending 
sees the stranded company turn their 
hand to Macbeth to pass the next few 
hours of the night, I’d love to see if 
Creation can work the same magic with 
their production of Beauty and the Beast 
this Christmas. 


ONLINE 


Twelfth Night runs until 5 September. 
For details and tickets 

see www.croationtheatre.co.uk. 




Win a harvest of Good Food Stories 

SEPTEMBER sees churches and schools holding 
Harvest Festival celebrations. Which means it’s the 
perfect time of year to think about the ethical and 
economic impact the food we buy has on the world. 

Which is why the Door has five copies of Good Food 
Stories - our choices make the world of difference by Tony 
Hodgson to give away. The book, published by Shepheard 
Walwyn, has been recommended by diocesan rural officer 
Glyn Evans. Hodgson focuses on real-life stories of people 
who are challenging the perception that only large-scale 
operations can work in today’s economy. He challenges the 
reader to do their bit to bring in a world which is safer, more 
caring and healthier for all of us. 

To be in with a chance of winning, send your name and 
address to Good Food Stories Competition, The Door, 

Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 ONB, to reach us no 
later than 4 September. 
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World Vision 



will I ever see 
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birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases * Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p ! a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these. . .you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 


Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 or visit worldvision.org.uk 


*UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) f78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities. The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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Gilead Foundations Rehabilitation Centre. Risdon Farm, Devon. Tel 01837 851 240 email admin@gilead.org.uk 



ddiction 



mother 



Sarah - thankful her daughter is now safe at Gilead 


S arah and Barry's daughter Karen was bright likeable and doing well at 
school But in her late teens her relationship with an alcoholic changed all 
that and Karen ended up an alcoholic herself, almost dying many times 
and putting her parents through the most traumatic years of their lives. 

Now, with the help of Gilead, Karen's life is turning around, but it has been a very 
difficult journey for the whole family. Sarah tells us how a mother goes through 
as much torment as her children when their lives are afflicted by addiction: 

"When Karen was 17 she told us she was going to live with her boyfriend, a man 
Barry and I neither liked nor trusted. We were shocked, but Karen was 
determined. You don't realise how powerless you are to intervene when your 
strong-willed, older teen makes this kind of decision. 

"The man came from a family of alcoholics, and soon Karen was binge drinking, 
falling out with him. coming home for a few nights and then going back to him. 
Things grew worse, and Karen was also self-harming. 

“In 2003 she and her boyfriend got married, and in 2004 had a lovely baby girl 
How she was bom with no ill-effects from Karen's alcohol abuse is nothing short 
of a miracle. 

"Karen stole from us to get money. We were called so many times by the police 
to say they had her in custody, drunk, that we started to know them all quite well 
And all the time we were worried for the baby. too. 


'The baby was on the child protection register due to neglect, it came to a head 
when she was two and a half years old. We had a call from a friend who said 
he'd seen her dad drop her while he was staggering in the middle of a busy road, 
dmnk. Our friend picked her up and got hold of us. The social workers asked us 
to look after our grand-daughter 'indefinitely', and we still are. 

"Then in the Spring of 2007, Karen’s husband died after taking heroin for the first 
time, which reacted with his medications. The next day her house was burgled. 
In a short space of time she’d lost her home, her husband, everything. After this 
there were lots of suicide attempts and visits to hospital for resuscitation, and 
she started sleeping rough. 

"Karen spent time in a famous rehab centre, one used by rock stars. When we 
visited, our lasting impression was of a very grand, impersonal place which 
reeked of money. Another rehab centre she tried had nothing for people to do ; 
they sat around smoking, and had lots of counselling. 

'These rehabs had no lasting effect on Karen. I’ve since heard that the national 
average of success for people going through rehab is just 31 

'Then a friend invited us to watch a televised Christian healing meeting. Karen 
watched the programme, and turned to my friend and said "Do you really believe 
in all that miracle stuff then?" "Of course I do Karen.” he said. Then he 
asked if he could pray for her. and gave her a big hug while 



Now broadcasting in 


And more to come 
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Cross Rhythms is pleased to support 

Gilead in transforming lives for good. l 

POSITIVE RADIO • RADICAL MESSAGE 

Cross Rhythms HQ PO Box 1110 Stoke-on-Trent ST 1 1XR Staffs 
E: admin@crossrhythms.co.Efk W: www.crossrhythms.co.uk T: 01782 251000 


Godly family values - one of the keys 
to Gilead’s 92% success rat 


I an and Bron Samuel are the 
founders of Gilead Foundations. 
The story of this Christian 
ministry, open to hurting people from 
all faiths and none, spans more than 
two decades, and is one of increasing 
fruitfulness and effectiveness. 

"We started in 1987 taking in some 
Teen Challenge students." said Ian. 
"because we saw the huge need for 
the help that we believed God could 
provide, to those whose lives have 
been broken and have ended up 
involved in addictions and crime. 
Over the years Gilead has developed 
and is now fully accredited and 
stands up with any rehab 
programme in the country. Our very 
first student from 1987 came back to 
Gilead with his wife, on staff earlier 
this year, which was great." 

Gilead’s 92 1 success rate for 
students who complete the 
programme, demonstrates the 
effectiveness of the ministry, and Ian 
and Bron attribute these results to 
the Genesis relapse prevention 
therapy that they adopted in 2002. 
"Genesis was one of the best 
improvements we have ever made." 
Ian observed. "It really helps us to 
deal with the causes of addiction, 
rather than just the behaviour. The 


apostle Paul says in Romans 7 
that we do the things that 
we do not want to do’, in 
other words our behaviour 
is often different to our 
heart’s desire. The broken 
issues of a person’s heart 
are often rooted in early 
upbringing, and within the 
strong structure of our 
grace-based rehabilitation 
programme we have seen 
a lot of success in dealing 
with those root causes. Getting 
people off drugs and alcohol is easy, 
providing they want to change. 
Helping them stay clean and lead 
productive lives is the hard part." 

"Community living and regular, 
productive work therapy are key 
elements of the rehabilitation 
programme, restoring a sense of 
worth and value to people whose 
lives have been shattered by 
experiences beyond most of our 
understanding." said Bron. 
"Community forces people to 
examine their own problems and 
deal with them (including the staff!) 
We have found that the extended 
family that we can have in the 
farmhouse really works best. That’s 
why we need to build the bungalows 



as quickly as possible - so that we can 
increase the effectiveness of 
the ministry. The bungalows will 
dramatically improve what we are 
doing.’’ 

"The Bible tells us that God sets the 
lonely into families" said Ian. “He 
invented family, and family works, 
but family breakdown has been the 
foundational cause to many people’s 
addictions. It’s devastating, leaving 
so much pain, fear and broken trust 
that the only way some people can 
deal with it is by anaesthetizing the 
pain, with drugs and alcohol sex. 
self-harm, gambling... A true Godly 
family of love and trust can help 
people to deal with these issues. The 
bungalows will enable us to provide 
that environment in accommodation 
that has been built for the job. 
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Gilead Foundations Rehabilitation Centre. Risdon Farm. Devon. Tel 01837 851 240 email admin@gilead.org.uk 



he told her how much God loves her. She was deeply affected by that 

“Soon after, she agreed to try Gilead, which is based on a farm and offers work 
therapy. They accepted her. even though she could not get funding, and we gave 
what we could. Anyway, we did not see her for five weeks. Then we had a call 
from Ian Samuel (Gilead’s founder and Pastor) to invite us up. He said we’d see 
a change in her. I told him we’d seen it all before, and that Karen was a really 
good actress. He just said that when we looked her in the eye we’d know it was 
different 

“Well we went and it was true, she was changing. All I can put it down to is God. 


really, and the warmth and love that is all over Gilead. There is tough love without 
judgment for the students, and you can feel the difference as soon as you go 
there. 

“Karen has since been baptised, and is still at Gilead. She loves milking the 
cows, and is developing a creative writing gift 

“Gilead's WL success rate gives me hope for my daughter’s future. But she still 
has a long way to go. She says herself “Mum. I’ve been therapied to the eyeballs 
and it hasn’t worked - Gilead is different”. I thank God my daughter is at Gilead, 
because it s saved her life. Names have j jeen ciian g e( j to pn^cy j n ^ ^ ^ 



Bungalows 
will save 
more lives 



Drug & alcohol 
misuse - the facts 

• One in three fourteen year olds have tried drugs 

• Over four million people have life controlling problems 
related to drugs or alcohol 

• More than 140.000 people are at risk of death due to drug 
misuse 

• The number of drug-related deaths in the UK rose by 5511 
between 1985 and 2000 

• More than 250.000 people in Britain are problem drug users 

• The annual cost of drug abuse in the UK is around 
£19 billion 

• Every £1 spent on successful rehabilitation saves £9.50 
spent on dealing with health, social and justice issues 
linked to addiction. 

• GILEAD’S OWN FOLLOW UP RESEARCH REPORTED A 

92% SUCCESS RATE FOR PEOPLE WHO HAD COMPLETED THE 
PROGRAMME IN 2007-2008. AFTER ONE AND TWO YEARS. 

Sources for statistics: Tear Times; Dmgscope; ‘Strategy for England" - the Cabinet Office. 2004; Robinson. 

T.N.; Chen. H.L. & Killen. J.D : Strasburger. V.C: Donnerstein. E : GF own follow up research 


T he first of three new. purpose-designed bungalows at Gilead 
Foundations’ residential rehabilitation centre on their 300 acre dairy farm 
in Devon is nearing completion. It will be home to 8 students living in 
extended family with house parents and support workers, as they progress 
through Gilead’s successful rehabilitation programme. 

Gilead Foundations is one of the country’s most effective residential 
rehabilitation centres, dealing with all kinds of life-controlling addictions. 
Gilead's follow up research shows that 922 of people are still successful after 
one or two years of finishing Gilead’s programme, which is significantly 
higher than the national average. 

The first bungalow will be ready for occupation in December. This is a real 
milestone in the development of Gilead’s work” said founder Ian Samuel. “We 
urgently need to have all three bungalows finished, but having this first one 
completed will really boost morale for the students and also the staff.” 

Work on the first bungalow has been financed in part by a £200,000 grant 
from the Communities and Local Government Fund. “We see the grant as a 
real endorsement from this government funder, it shows us that they value 
what we re doing and want to help us in our work,” said Lois Samuel. Gilead’s 


head of fundraising. “At about the same time we also won a grant to fund our 
social enterprise work, producing Cream Cheese at our dairy. This award 
was made by SPARK, who see the value of the productive work therapy part 
of our rehabilitation programme. We are thrilled to have these two major 
bodies giving us such concrete support and affirmation.” 

Up to 26 students at a time can currently be accommodated in a mix of 
mobile homes (for the men) and the farmhouse (for the women), and they all 
have opportunity to receive training and qualifications in farm work, vehicle 
workshops, catering, the dairy, and office administration. 

Community living and extended family, based on a foundation of Christian 
values, are the key element of Gilead’s work and ministry in restoring lives 
and families blighted by addiction. In order that the final two bungalows can 
becompleted as soon as possible. Gilead are still actively raising funds, and 
an exciting prospect is opening up for them: “We have the potential to win an 
award of ‘match-funding " said Lois Samuel. “Basically this means that 
everyfinancial gift could be matched by the funding organization, doubling 
the value of the donor’s gift. It's a real opportunity for us and for anyone who 
wants to help us with donations to make the most of their giving.” 


To complete the final two bungalows Gilead needs to raise a total of just 
£500,000. which is excellent value for money, providing a safe and nurturing 
environment where up to 8 students at a time in each bungalow will have the 
opportunity to have their lives transformed for good. 

During the building process. Gilead is also in need of in-kind support, such 
as building materials from building suppliers. There is also the opportunity 
for people with building experience to come and work at the farm, either at a 
reduced rate or free of charge, living in community at the farm. “As well as 
contributing hugely to our ministry, I think this would be a life enhancing 
experience for those who take it up” said Ian. 

Every gift received by Gilead Foundations makes a positive 
difference to people’s lives. To donate to the work of 
transforming people’s lives, please use the form in this 
feature or contact Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. email 
lois.samuel@gilead.org.uk 


Three Ways you can support Gilead Foundations 

Q 1 A one-off financial gift towards the building of the bungalows, which will help Gilead to attract match-funding to double your donation. (Please 
use this form) 

[] 2 Contribute to the ongoing costs of rehabilitation by becoming a Partner, donating a regular monthly amount. (Please use this form) 

Q3 Provide a gift in kind, or donate your services to the building project. (Please contact Lois Samuel on 01837 851240, lois.samuel@gilead.org.uk) 


Your name 


Telephone Number 


Address 


Postcode 


E-mail address 


Name of your bank 
Account no 


Bank Address 


Post Code 


Sort Code 


Instruction to your bank or building society: Please deduct □ £20 □ £50 □ Other amount £ (please tick) from my account on (dd/mm/yy) 


J /. 


then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead Foundations, Sort Code 54-21-14, Account no. 05651441 Natwest, 40 Fore St, Okehampton, EX20 1 EY 
Signed Date 

U # * / • L* I want all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations. You must be a UK taxpayer 

vl" and must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. DIUC/09/09 

Jy I Signed Date 
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JA. comfort aSCe hoteC in the pojmCafr 
Mum Chine area of Bournemouth 

Near to the seafront with excellent BCuefCag 
Beaches , Bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for 1, 2, 3 or 4 people. MT Tn-suite. "Tea/ coffee 
facilities and tv /radio in each room. 
Convenient for 'Bournemouth, Toole and many 
other attractions . 'Reasonable rates. 
Telephone 01202 761607 

www.theglenBoume.co.iih ■ irfo(^heg(jenBoume.co.uk 


Holidays at Home & Abroad 


LYNTON DEVON 


A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House Hotel 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 

situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac ,45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email: info@cormshholidayhomes.net 
www.cornishholidayhomes.net 
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HAMPTON MANOR 


★ ★★★ 




Cornish Country House Hotel 

in the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

We offer high quality food and accommodation with 
warm friendly hospitality and fellowship. 

Also special value events for you to enjoy are our: 
WALKING WEEK in Sept 13th - 18th and our 
PHOTOGRAPHY WEEK in October 11th - 16th 
Please ask for a brochure, programme etc 

Phone 01579 370494 

email: hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website at www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 



Situated in historic woodland and commanding a breathtaking view 
over the English Riviera is Brunei Manor. Originally designed by 
Isambard Brunei today s guests share in the peace and tranquillity he 
first envisaged. Our hallmarks of comfort and quality are coupled with 
a relaxed and friendly service to ensure that Brunei Manor is ideal for 




your holiday. 

This Autumn come and enjoy one of our breaks, each with its own 
daily ministry. Brunei Manor is the perfect location for exploring 
creativity* spirituality and the beauty of God s creation in Devon. 

i Do come, we d love to see you! 




FUTURE EVENTS - see www.brunelmanor.com 
Autumn Bible Week Mon 5th - Fri 9th Oct Led by Doug Barnett. 

A Time For Autumn Spiritual Refreshment Mon 19th - Fri 23rd Oct Led by Derek Stringer. 
Cards, Calligraphy 8c Creative Writing Mon 26th ~ Fri 30th Oct . 

Call 01803 329333 for our colour brochure and tariff 



runel Manor 

Christian holiday 8c conference centre 

Togamoiiih Road. Torquay, Devon TQl 4SF 


i 





(the new name for Richards Travel in Witney) 

West Oxfordshire’s premier 

m m # - mm. --’ M <- , V 

independent travel agent 


Come to us for expert advice and the 
widest selection of holiday brochures. 


We specialise in tailor-made holidays, 
long haul, cruises and skiing. 

Gaff us, call in or visit our website: 

Great Experience Travel 
6-7 Waterloo Walk, High St, Witney, 0X28 6EU 
tel: 0845 217 8284 mob: 07766 406759 
e-mai I : greatexper iencetravel@tarsc. net 




Cottage to let 
S.W. Ireland. 

Fantastic views, 
sleeps 4/6 and cot. 
Completely modernised. 
Tel. 01280 815272 Sept, 
Oct 1/2 weeks or long let. 


LUXURY 
CARAVAN 
HOLIDAY 
HOME FOR 
SALE 

On 5-star Littlesea 
Holiday Park at 
Weymouth - voted Best 
Holiday Park in UK 

Only £12,995 

No time licence on the 
holiday home 
For more information 
call 07738 241 859 
and ask for Chris 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. uwlstenhomes. co. uk 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8. near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
RJ details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Insurance 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Wey Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

WINTER SPECIALS NOW AVAILABLE 

S UPE RB A NNU AL mujlji TRIP.CQVLB available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 



Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 


^QfUA 



Feeling troubled 
& needing to talk? 

OCIC offers counselling to 
individuals addressing a wide 
range of emotional, spiritual and 
pastoral needs. Our trained 
and experienced counsellors 
are Christian. 

Limited bursary help available. 
We also provide supervision for 
individuals or groups 
(counsellors, pastoral care 
teams and clergy) 

01865 308889 

Headington, Oxford 

Registered Charity Number 291819 since 1985 


Oxford 
Christian 
Institute for 
Counselling 




A Bible experience to fit in with your life, 
it’s flexible, interactive and completely free 


Try wordlive.org today! 


wordlive.org 


Scripture 

union 

Regtstered Chanty no. 213422 


Worship songs 


Visual meditations • Podcasts • Creative prayer • Group studies 


Mobiie/PDA 
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The power of colour 


The image underlying the diocesan vision of Living Faith for 
the Future is a palette of colours which we can use to do our 
own painting in parish, deanery, diocese or our own lives, 
writes The Rt Revd John Pritchard. 

So combining vivid colours seemed to 
me like a good way of illustrating what 
Living Faith could be like, particularly with 
the rich, royal colour of God, the sacred 
centre, at the heart of it. My mind goes to 
the magnificent use of strong colour that 
late nineteenth and twentieth century 
artists have made. In my twenties I 
encountered Picasso’s Weeping Woman 
when someone in the congregation I 
served painted a copy for me. She is 
broken with grief, the primary colours 
around her face breaking up into sharp 
shards of white around her eyes and 
mouth. Ministry was exposing me to grief 
like this for the first time and I found this 
painting a remarkably powerful 


he palette is made up of five 
great colours and the vision 
says: ‘Use them to give glory to 
God.’ Colour can be intoxicating. 
The theme of colour appeals to me. 

When Brian Keenan was remembering 
his long imprisonment in Lebanon he 
recounted an encounter with an orange: 
l My eyes are almost burned by what I see. 
The colours mesmerise me in a quiet 
rapture that spins through my head. The 
colour orange, the colour, the colour, my 
God the colour orange. Before me is a 
feast of colour. I feel myself begin to 
dance... loving that blazing, roaring 
orange colour Colour can clearly evoke 
huge emotional response. 
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Above are North Hinksey Primary School pupils’ images of Heaven, produced for the Living Faith 
DVD. Top right: Sunflowers, 1888 (oil on canvas) by Vincent Van Gogh. Photo by Neue Pinakothek, 
Munich, Germany/ The Bridgeman Art Library 


September prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


representation of what I was meeting in 
people who were suffering. It’s now almost 
too well known, but at that time it showed 
me what the skilled use of colour could do 
to get below the tyranny of words and 
explore the contours of pain in another 
way. 






'There s a sense of urgency 
and passion about the 
paintings ’ 


At the same time I was enjoying the use 
Van Gogh made of colour. It seemed to 
intoxicate him too. In his cliched 
Sunflowers you see the artist’s passion for 
the profligate use of colour as he heaps 
layer upon layer of yellow onto the canvas 
until the colour simply spills out into the 
viewer’s lap. Van Gogh probably painted 
too many sunflowers for his own good (he 
painted 1 1 ), but you can see why he 
would be fascinated by them. The vibrancy 
is glorious. Van Gogh had to paint quickly 
because the sunflowers soon died, so 
there’s a sense of urgency and passion 

'We need the colours to be 
applied with vigour and 
confidence... ’ 


about the paintings. 

In something of a similar way, I hope that 
the idea of urgently and passionately 
painting our own pictures of the Kingdom 
will appeal to the parishes of the diocese 
of Oxford. We need each parish or 
benefice to produce its own work of art, 
not a lookalike copy of someone else’s. 
We need the colours to be applied with 



vigour and confidence, as befits a God of 
creation and resurrection. 

The colours are these: sustaining the 
sacred centre, making disciples, making a 
difference in the world, creating vibrant 
Christian communities and shaping 
confident collaborative leadership. The 
colours aren’t new, but what we do with 
them will be new every time we put brush 
to canvas. Let’s paint something beautiful 
for God. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop of 
Oxford. 



LIVING 


ONLINE 


We could not reproduce Picasso’s 
Weeping Woman for Copyright 
reasons but it can be viewed at 

www.tate.org.uk. 

Visit www.oxford.anglican.org and 
click on Living Faith to find out more 
about the diocesan vision. 


As Jesus was walking along, he saw 
a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth; and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him. (Mat 9.9 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the Son 
in the power of the Spirit for: 

Tuo 1 s Woodstock Deanery: Area 
Dean Stephen M’Caw; lay chair 
Pauline Richardson; the people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of 
the deanery. 

Wod 2 s Martyrs of Papua New 
Guinea Blenheim team (Begbroke, 
Bladon, Shipton on Cherwell, Woo- 
dstock, Yarnton): clergy Andrew 
Parkinson, Shaun Henson, David 
Muston, Stephen Pix, Brian Wood. 

Thu 3: Gregory the Great, bishop, 
teacher of the faith The staff and 
pupils of Bladon (VC), Woodstock 
(VC), Woodstock Marlborough (VC) 
Schools. 

Frl 4 s Birin us, bishop High 
Wycombe St Birinus and St John: 
clergy Stephen Whitmore, Marie 
Jackson, Peter Viney, Ruth Wooster; 
LLMs Janice Allerston (also pastoral 
assistant), Josie Martin, Allison 
Smale; CA Joe Farnand. 

Sat 5s Hanborough and Freeland: 

clergy David Tyler, Peter Ball, Sr Mary 
Britt, Jackie Gardner; LLMs Clive 


Berry, Hugh Dalton, Elizabeth 
Sharpies; pastoral assistants John 
Fox, Peter Langley. The staff and 
pupils of Long Hanborough (VC) and 
Freeland (VC) Schools. 

Sun 6s 13 after Trinity Steeple 
Aston with North Aston and 
Tackley: clergy Stephen M’Caw, 
Sarah Parkinson. The staff and pupils 
of Steeple Aston Dr Radcliffe (VA) and 
Tackley (VC) Schools. 

Mon 7s Stonesfield with Combe 
Longa: clergy Roy Turner. The staff 
and pupils of Combe (VC) School. 

Tuo 8s Birth of the BVM Westcote 
Barton with Steeple Barton, Duns 
Tew and Sandford St Martin: clergy 
Graeme Arthur. 

Wod 9s Wootton with Glympton 
and Kiddington: clergy Stephen 
Jones; LLM Jenny Wagstaffe. The 
staff and pupils of Wootton-by- 
Woodstock (VA) School. 

Thu 1 0s Wycombe Deanery: Area 
Dean David Picken, Associate Area 
Dean Robert Jennings, lay chair 
Wendy Goodier, associate clergy 
Elaine Carr, chaplain to High 
Wycombe Deaf Church Ben Whitaker. 
The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. 

Frl 11s For the new initiative in 
Evangelism that brings Sr Debbie 


Orriss CA to the deanery. For wisdom 
and discernment as we seek to 
implement the revised deanery plan 
and share the consultation process, 
For those planning for the visit of 
Russ Parker. 

Sat 12s Flackwell Heath: clergy 
Christopher Bull, Martin Courtney, 
Graham Hartnell; LLM Sue Simpson; 
youth worker Ellie Wartew. 

Sun 13s 14 th after Trinity Geat 
Marlow with Marlow Bottom, Little 
Marlow and Bisham: clergy Nick 
Molony, Elizabeth Macfarlane, Dani 
Munoz-Trivino, Gabrielle Smith, 
Methodist Minister; LLM John Bustin. 

Mon 1 4s Holy Cross Day The staff 
and pupils of Bisham (VC), Little 
Marlow (VA), Marlow Holy Trinity (VA) 
and Marlow Infant (VA) Schools. 

Tuo 15s Cyprian, bishop, martyr 

Hambleden Valley (Hambleden, 
Frieth, Fawley, Fingest, 
Medmenham, Turville): clergy John 
Wigram, Rachel Wigram; LLM 
Annette Jackson. The staff and pupils 
of Frieth (VA) School. 

Wod 16s Hazlemere: clergy Clive 
Collier, Michael Wynter, Mark 
Meardon; pastoral worker Derek 
Hopwood. Widmore End The Good 
Shepherd, Rose Avenue and Cedar 
Avenue congregations. The staff and 


pupils of Hazlemere (VA) School. 

Thu 17: Hedsor with Bourne End: 

clergy Ann Trew, Rosemary Payne, 
Maggie Rode; LLM Lyn Gooch. 

Frl 18s High Wycombe All Saints: 

clergy David Picken (team rector), 
Nicky Skipworth, Jackie Locke, Paul 
Willis; CA Sr Debbie Orriss; LLM 
Maureen Lampard. The staff and 
pupils of High Wycombe (VA) School. 

Sat 19s High Wycombe St 
Andrew: clergy Simon Dust, Elaine 
Carr; LLMs Joanna Howard, Barbara 
Prior, David Tester; pastoral assistant 
Heather Graham. 

Sun 20s 15 th after Trinity, John 
Coleridge Patteson, bishop, and his 
companions, martyrs High 
Wycombe St Anne and St Peter: 
clergy Mary Gurr; LLM Peter Kent. 

Mon 21s Matthew, apostle and 
evangelist Eynsham and 
Cassington: clergy Morey Andrews, 
David Salter, John Underwood, Roger 
Aston. The staff and pupils of 
Cassington St Peter’s (VA) School. 

Tuo 22: High Wycombe St 
James: clergy David Picken, Nicky 
Skipworth. 

Wod 23s Ember day High 
Wycombe St Mary and St George: 

clergy Yvonne Murphy. 


Thu 24s Hughenden: clergy Simon 
Cronk, Frederick Friend; LLM Bill 
Geers. The staff and pupils of Great 
Kingshill(VA)School. 

Frl 25s Lancelot And rewes, bishop, 
spiritual writer, Ember day 
Loudwater: clergy Timothy Butlin; 
LLMs David Clarke, Patrick Finlay. 

Sat 26s William Carlile, founder of 
the CA, Ember day Lane End with 
Cadmore End: clergy Robert 

Jennings; LLMs Judy Taylor, John 
Coombs. The staff and pupils of 
Cadmore End (VA) School. 

Sun 27s 16 th after Trinity 

Stokenchurch with Ibstone: clergy 
Alistair France. The staff and pupils of 
Ibstone (VA) School. 

Mon 28s Terriers: clergy Tony 
Dickinson; LLM Valerie Evans. 

Tuo 29s St Michael and All Angels 

West Wycombe with Bledlow 
Ridge, Bradenham and Radnage: 

clergy Nigel Lacey, Veronica 
Beaumont, Linda Richardson; LLM 
Robert Hutton. The staff and pupils of 
Radnage (VA) School. 

Wod 30s Jerome, translator, 
teacher of the faith Wooburn: clergy 
Martin Wallington; pastoral assistant 
Brenda Hadley. The staff and pupils of 
Wooburn St Paul’s (VA) School. 
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As the summer holidays draw 
to a close, headteacher 
Sarah Theaker is preparing 
for the new academic year at 
Ascot Heath CE Junior 
School in Berkshire. She told 
Jo Duckies how God has 
guided her teaching career. 


hen she walked into the 
Door offices, Sarah had 
just returned from a five 
day pilgrimage to Rome. 
The trip was a period of 
reflection and renewal ‘with glorious 
quantities of ice cream’ after the rigours 
of a summer term that included her first 
Ofsted inspection as a headteacher. 

Commenting on the inspection, she 
praised the staff, pupils and governors. 
‘Everyone pulled together and the Ofsted 
inspectors affirmed the achievements and 
positive ethos of this lively and dynamic 
school community,’ says Sarah, 43, who 
has been head at Ascot Heath for two 
years. Before that she was deputy 
headteacher at St Mary’s CE Junior 
School, Mortimer. 




7 think faith schools offer 
distinctive and inclusive 


education. ’ 


The daughter of a priest, Sarah still had 
to ‘learn to walk the faith journey myself 
through prayer and Bible study. She now 
worships at St John’s, Mortimer, where she 
is a church warden and co-ordinator of 
the altar servers. 

She says the commitment and creativity 
of staff at the Anglican Bishop 
Grosseteste College, Lincoln where she 
studied education and drama, nurtured 


God in the life of. . . 



her vocation to teach, which she describes 
as ‘my response to God’s gifts and calling.' 

Respecting that every school is on its 
own journey, she says: ‘I think faith 
schools offer distinctive and inclusive 
education. It is not my duty to proselytise. 
It is my duty and vocation to demonstrate 
hospitality, equity, forgiveness and 
resurrection hope. I can talk about these 
things and I can also demonstrate them in 
how I treat parents, children, staff and 
visitors. Committed to Gospel values, the 
school welcomes pupils and families from 
Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Hindu 
backgrounds and those with no declared 
faith tradition.’ 

Prayer is part of daily life at Ascot 
Heath, where children are encouraged to 
make prayer requests during collective 
worship. 


A group of parents have formed a 
prayer group. ‘They pray for the 
headteacher to be anointed for service 
which is humbling and uplifting. After a 
particularly challenging day, it is good to 
know that the whole school and my 
decisions are offered to God in prayer,’ 
says Sarah. 

‘ Teaching is challenging but 
it is rewarding to sow the 
seeds... ’ 

The school has close links with the 
parish church of All Saints and its rector, 
the Revd Dr Darrell Hannah, is a familiar 
face to the children. ‘The Year Six pupils 


lead the church’s Candlemas service, all 
pupils attend the school’s carol service 
and feel very welcome in the church 
whether they are regular worshippers or 
not,’ says Sarah. 

The school also has an annual Eucharist 
at Pentecost with children leading the 
offertory and the intercessions. Pupils are 
invited to make their own decision as to 
whether to take communion, go up for a 
blessing or to stay in their seats. 

‘ It is my duty and vocation 
to demonstrate hospitality , 
equity , forgiveness and 

resurrection hope. ’ 

The school community enjoys 
welcoming visitors to celebrations and was 
very impressed by the colour of Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell’s 
socks when he blessed their new Year 
Three classroom last year. 

‘Becoming a headteacher has been a 
big learning curve, but I’ve had excellent 
support from the previous headteacher, 
the local authority and the governors’ says 
Sarah. 

‘I’ve also been blessed by guidance and 
support from the diocese, particularly 
from education adviser Julie Mintern. 

‘I think that education is really valued in 
the Oxford Diocese. I’m on the Board of 
Education so I get to see the strategy and 
prayer that supports our church schools. 

‘The calling to work in education is 
really important and we need to think 
about how to foster people who want to 
work in church schools, particularly those 
who might wish to become headteachers 
and deputy heads.’ She added: ‘Teaching 
is challenging but it is rewarding to sow 
the seeds and if you make a difference to 
one young person, helping them find a 
talent or to persevere, you are doing what 
Christ asked you to do, to bear fruit that 
will last.’ 



Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 


Ecclesiastical and Residential 


3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 


www.leadcraftstainedgiass.co.uk 


By appointment only 



PBS 

! Prayer Book 
L Society r 


We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

ww.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01189 842582 

Registered Charity No. 1099295. 
Company limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 


INTRODUCTION AGENCY 


Are you • - Hoping to meet 

CHRISTIAN? J £l someone new? 


Don’t be alone another weekend! 
Call New Day Introductions on 

01706 224049 

www.marriageintroductions.co.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 

OXFORD OX4 1 HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

www.tay iorsofoxford .com 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




with: 

Brian McLaren 
Steve Chalke MBE 
Nims Obunge; 
Ruth Dearntey ? 
Jeff Lucas 


Large and small UK Christian projects and 
churches are working in partnership to bring 
360° transformation to their communities. 
Join us to unpack the theology and practice 
of community engagement. 


faithw: rks 


Book at www.faithworks.info or call 08456 522511 



of potential customers! Call our sales team on 01752 












